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The first duty of a biographer is to get his facts right, not merely the facts he wishes 
to be known, but all the facts, to suppress none and to slur over nothing; and not 
to be afraid lest an untoward discovery might falsify his prepossessions. 
 
Alfred Dodd, Francis Bacon’s Personal Life-Story, p. 10 

 
A stated goal of Alfred Dodd (1879‒1953), an English man of letters, in writing Francis Bacon’s 
Personal Life-Story, was to provide a truer, more personal portrait of Bacon than previously 
provided. “I have found more than sufficient evidence to satisfy me personally that Francis 
Bacon’s actual achievements were wider and deeper than traditional scholarship is disposed to 
admit.” (13) By 1949, Dodd had already published extensively on Bacon-Shakespeare topics. His 
Shakespeare’s Sonnet-Diary would see ten printings (Liverpool: Daily Post Printers, first pub. 
1931). The first edition of Life Story was published in 1910. For the 1949 edition, Dodd had 
intended to add a second volume, The Age of James. However, he suffered a severe stroke in 
1949, necessitating the postponement of the publication of volume 2 until 1986 (see Irene 
Rowland’s note, front matter, and Edward D. Johnson’s foreword to volume 2).   
 
Even among Baconians, some of Dodd’s positions are still not widely accepted. Specifically, he 
claimed that Francis Bacon wrote the works of Shakespeare, that Bacon was the son of Queen 
Elizabeth and Robert Dudley, that Bacon founded both the Rosicrucian order and speculative 
Freemasonry as ethical societies, and that Bacon sought not only to bring the Renaissance to 
England, but a “Universal Reformation of the Whole World” (34). Unlike some Baconians, he 
defended Elizabeth Wells Gallup’s claims that she had deciphered texts using Francis Bacon’s 
biliteral cipher (Life-Story, 79‒81, 218, 224; Gallup, The Biliteral Cipher of Francis Bacon, 1901, 
et al. (For a brief bio, see “Dodd, Alfred,” Past Members, Francis Bacon Society, 
https://francisbaconsociety.co.uk/the-society/past-members/, reprinted from Baconiana, No. 
145, March 1953, p. 38 and Baconiana, No. 146, August 1953, Editorial). Katherine Ellison 
acknowledged Dodd’s contribution to the history of cipher (Katherine Ellison, ch 9, 
“Deciphering and the Exhaustion of Recombination,” in A Material History of Medieval and 
Early Modern Ciphers: Cryptography and the History of Literacy, ed. Katherine Ellison and Susan 
Kim [New York: Routledge, 2017], 200). Dodd, author of Shakespeare: Creator of Freemasonry 
(London: Rider, 1937) and The Secret Shakespeare (London: Rider, 1941), was himself a Mason. 
(For a recent relevant article, see Sally Gibbins, “Sir Francis Bacon & Freemasonry,” The Square 
Magazine, Q4 2024, https://www.thesquaremagazine.com/mag/article/2024q4sir-francis-
bacon-freemasonry/.   
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In 1949, Comyns Beaufort (“C.B.”), a Baconian, praised Francis Bacon’s Personal Life-Story 
(“Life-Story”) as a “vital, picturesque, and authoritative portrait,” “basically factual, and “the 
most complete and searching” account since Spedding which would “greatly add to the already 
high reputation of Mr. Dodd” (“C.B.,” review, Francis Bacon’s Personal Life Story by Alfred 
Dodd,” Baconiana vol 33, no 131 [1949], 116, 
https://sirbacon.org/archives/baconiana/1949_Baconiana_No%20131.pdf). The 1949 edition of 
Life-Story was reviewed, e.g., in: Theosophical Forum, 27:564, George Woodcock, World Review 
of Reviews (p. 25), T.F.D. Williams and Michael Oakeshot, The Cambridge Journal 2:512, Public 
Opinion vol 175 (April 29, 1949), 264, The Oxford Magazine, vol 68 (1949), 114, and United 
Nations Yearbook (1949), xiii (all “snippet view only” on Google Books).  
 
In 1986, the expanded Life-Story was reviewed in Graya, A Magazine of Gray’s Inn, no 90 (1986) 
p. 20 (“snippet view only”). In 1987, Robin Robbins, an Oxford scholar of Renaissance poetry 
(John Donne and Sir Thomas Browne), thoroughly denounced the book as a “lamentable 
pantomime-horse of a book” …. full of “half-truth, tendentious inference, and unsupported 
assertion” (Robin Robbins, “Of truth and half-truth,” Times Literary Supplement [TLS] [March 6, 
1987], 247, Internet Archive, 
https://archive.org/details/TheTimesLiterarySupplement1987UKEnglish/Apr%2003%201987%2
C%20The%20Times%20Literary%20Supplement%2C%20%234383%2C%20UK%20%28en%29/).  
However, Robbins’ criticisms seem to me to be so unfair and overblown as to suggest he meant 
quite the opposite. They bring to mind the way in which the author of the 16th century book, 
Anti-Machiavel, used hyperbolic criticism of Machiavelli’s The Prince as a vehicle for discussing 
controversial republican concepts (see my “Review of Anti-Machiavel: A Discourse Upon the 
Means of Well Governing, transl. Simon Patericke [London, 1602], ed. Ryan Murtha [Eugene OR: 
Wipf and Stock, 2018], Modern Language Review 115: 682‒84 [July 2020],  
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/822706/summary). 
 
For example, Robbins’ explanation—that the unusual addition of the word “Mr.“ to “Franciscus 
Baconus’s” entry on his baptismal certificate was necessary to avoid confusion as to whether 
“Francis” was male or female—served to highlight this significant piece of evidence which 
tended to show that this baby’s birth was special (see 
https://sirbacon.org/baptismalregistration.htm). Why would Robbins, in attacking Dodd’s citation 
to information regarding a reported secret marriage between Queen Elizabeth and Robert 
Dudley as “misleading,” then add the volume- and-page to Dodd’s mere general reference to 
articles in the Dictionary of National Biography (see Life-Story, p. 43; “S.L.L.” [Sir Sidney Lee], 
“Dudley, Robert,” Dictionary of National Biography [“DNB”] vol 16, p. 114 [London, 1888], 
https://ia601901.us.archive.org/13/items/dictionaryofnati16stepuoft/dictionaryofnati16stepuo
ft.pdf)? 
 
Moreover, by arbitrarily (without reason) rejecting two of Dodd’s references as 
“unauthoritative,” Robbins actually drew attention to those writers and their books, Rev. 
Walter Begley (Is It Shakespeare? [New York: E.P. Dutton, 1903, HathiTrust, 
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/006675258]) and Amelie Deventer von Kunow (Francis 
Bacon: The Last of the Tudors, transl. from German by Willard Parker [American Francis Bacon 
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Society, 1924 (1921)], elec. transcr. and ed. by Juan Schoch, SirBacon.org, 
https://sirbacon.org/vonkunow.html). True, Robbins scores a minor point in observing that 
even a “fat, gouty,… short-of-breath” man can father a child—referring to Sir Nicholas Bacon 
(Life-Story, 48); however, that does not detract from Dodd’s point that Bacon did not physically 
resemble Sir Nicholas (see also my essay, “Bacon’s Maiden Speech in Parliament & His Royal 
Birth,” SirBacon.org, June 2020, 
https://sirbacon.org/Review_The%20Martyrdom%20of%20Francis%20Bacon%20by%20Alfred)
%20Dodd_Christina%20G%20Waldman%208-24-21.pdf). And how did that “mysterious 
Puttenham” come to write “with first-hand knowledge of Sir Nicholas’s country seat” in The Art 
of Poesie? (Life-Story, 49). 
 
When there are things one feels one cannot say outright, that deserve to be said, one may try 
to find a way to say them indirectly. Is it not conceivable that, while personally, Robbins 
recognized the book’s merit, professionally, he felt he could not risk openly supporting it? 
Would this justify his treatment? The TLS did not have to review the book at all. For an author, 
any publicity is good. Still, was Robbins’ review, “Of Truths and Half-Truths,” honest?  
 
The problem is, most readers will take his review at face value rather than reading it critically. It 
is unfortunate that Nieves Matthews, in her overall-appreciated Francis Bacon: The History of a 
Character Assassination (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1996), chose to relegate Dodd to 
her list of “disreputable Baconian[s],” citing Robbins’ review (391, 545n40). She, too, rejected 
the controversial theories of royal birth, Shakespeare authorship, and ciphers (see Matthews, 
all of ch 31, Character Assassination). In her bibliography, she lists Dodd’s Life-Story, but not his 
The Martyrdom of Francis Bacon (London: Rider, 1946)—which the New Statesman had 
pronounced “authoritative” (Weekend Review [1946] 51). Perhaps her omission was not 
intentional. (For my review of Martyrdom, see  
https://sirbacon.org/Review_The%20Martyrdom%20of%20Francis%20Bacon%20by%20Alfred)
%20Dodd_Christina%20G%20Waldman%208-24-21.pdf.) Both Dodd in Martyrdom and 
Matthews in Character Assassination rely on W. Hepworth Dixon’s Personal History of Lord 
Bacon From Unpublished Papers (1861) and The Story of Lord Bacon’s Life (1862).   
 
Dodd did not rely just on Begley and von Kunow as sources. In fact, in looking at Dodd’s 
references to Begley, it does not appear that Begley’s contributions were so controversial as to 
invite challenge; and Robbins, in fact, did not challenge them (Life Story, index: “84; on Pallas 
Athene, 100; on Philautia, 102; Nova Resuscitatio, 112; F.B. a Queen’s Pensioner, 113”; Is it 
Shakespeare [sic] 222”). Rather, he criticized Dodd for leaving off a question mark in an index 
entry! Here, too, he draws attention to significant information Dodd was relating: that Begley 
had discovered a French sonnet Spedding had missed, one by La Jessée, French poet, in which 
he associated Bacon with Pallas Athena. In his entire book, Dodd quoted only one line from von 
Kunow: “a chronicle in the Tower states that the couple were married there by a monk.” (Life-
Story, 40, citing Last of the Tudors, “11” [10]). Granted, von Kunow, and Dodd, could have been 
more precise in their references. Dodd refers readers to his more-thoroughly-documented 
book, The Marriage of Elizabeth Tudor (London: Rider, 1940). Let us be careful of judging 
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writers then by standards now. The Internet has greatly lightened our task of finding and 
documenting information. 
 
Robbins fails to mention that, in Life-Story, Dodd critically discusses the work of prior Bacon 
biographers, including Edward A. Abbott, Mary Sturt, Richard W. (Dean) Church, William H. 
Dixon, John (Lord) Campbell, Charles Williams, and John Nichol. Also, Dodd is critical of James 
Spedding, Bacon’s biographer and editor of his Works, for not reading closely enough to see the 
truth about who Bacon really was. Respectfully, I disagree. I have thought that Spedding did see 
the truth; he just did not wish to state it outright. He wished to preserve Bacon’s secrets. He 
was aware of Bacon’s method of concealing truths from some readers and revealing them to 
others (see, e.g., The Works of Francis Bacon …, ed. James Spedding et al [London: Longmans, 
1857‒74]3:404-5, 1:85‒86, 113, 118, 11:278‒79).          
  
How have some later biographers treated the Life-Story? There may be correlation with how 
they have treated the “controversies.” Lisa Jardine and Alan Stewart begin their book, Hostage 
to Fortune: The Troubled Life of Francis Bacon (New York: Hill & Wang, 1998) in 1594, 
effectively side-stepping any royal birth issue; and they mention Shakespeare only once, with 
regard to Essex and Henry V (215). Their index has no entry for “Masonry,” “Rosicrucianism,” or 
“Dodd”; nor is he listed in their bibliography. Catherine Drinker Bowen also ignores Dodd in The 
Temper of a Man (New York: Little, Brown, 1963), although she claims to be “attempt[ing] a 
more intimate portrayal than has hitherto been offered” without “encumber[ing]” her book 
with “scholarly apparatus” (Bowen, 235). Was she unaware of Dodd’s Life-Story? Although she 
briefly dismisses the claim Bacon was Shakespeare (Bowen, 4) and ignores Freemasonry, 
Rosicrucianism, and the royal birth, it is clear that The Temper of a Man benefited from her 
extensive research in primary sources she had undertaken in the writing of her prior book, The 
Lion and the Throne (Boston: Little, Brown, 1957), a biography of Sir Edward Coke. She had 
reason to know there were controversies in Bacon’s life-story; why did she ignore them? Was 
that fair to readers?  
 
Some may be skeptical of Dodd’s claims of psychic communications regarding Bacon (see Life-
Story, 96, 109; see also: Dodd, The Immortal Master (London: Rider, 1943); “Letters between 
Alfred Dodd and Sir Oliver Lodge [1931],” Sir Oliver Lodge: correspondence and papers, Society 
for Psychical Research Archive, Cambridge University Library 
https://archivesearch.lib.cam.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/631757); Maryellen 
McCabe, “The ‘Immortal Master’ and the Mystical Experiences of Alfred Dodd with Sir Francis 
Bacon,” Baconiana, vol 1, no 9 (2007‒present),  https://francisbaconsociety.co.uk/baconiana-
journals/baconiana-journals-2007-present/baconiana-vol1-no9/. However, scientific studies are 
confirming the validity of claims of psychic experiences (see, e.g., Edi Bilimoria, Consciousness 
Came First: Revealing Evidence for Universal Intelligence and Mind Beyond the Brain [London: 
Collective Ink, 2026], 30‒31, 34‒35; “Society for Psychical Research,” Galileo Commission 
website, https://galileocommission.org/). Another Baconian, Ella Horsey, claimed psychic 
communication from Bacon instructed her to purchase a portrait of him, which she did 
(https://sirbacon.org/archives/baconiana/1949_Baconiana_No%20131.pdf). Its present owner, 
the Francis Bacon Society, recently had the painting restored. It now hangs in a place of honor 
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at Gray’s Inn (see Plowden & Smith, “Francis Bacon Portrait Restoration and Displayed at Gray’s 
Inn,” April 2026, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9qhxokk7qFg).  
  
If a new edition of Francis Bacon’s Personal Life-Story were to be made, editorial commentary 
could update Dodd’s findings, as Irene Rowland does in the front matter, regarding two points: 
(1) genetic knowledge connecting eye color to likelihood of parentage (See Jean Overton Fuller, 
ch 2, Sir Francis Bacon: A Biography [London: East-West Publications, 1981]); and (2) the 
discovery of the “Venus and Adonis” mural at the White Hart Inn. That mural just happens to be 
located in St. Albans near the former Bacon family estate at Gorhambury! (See, e.g., Alex Pope, 
“Condition of Shakespeare mural to be examined,” BBC, Jan. 10, 2026, 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0r4qx10pjwo; Danny Fullbrook, “Mural of Shakespeare 
poem in ‘terrible condition,’” BBC, Jan. 21, 2026, 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg1rlvn272o; “St. Albans Shakespearean ‘National 
Treasure’ is at Risk,” Jan. 7, 2026, St. Albans Times, https://stalbanstimes.co.uk/st-albans/st-
albans-shakespearean-national-treasure-is-at-risk/).  
 
Francis Bacon’s Personal Life-Story is an eloquent and fitting culmination to Dodd’s long literary 
career focusing on Bacon as Shakespeare. He has not shied away from the hard questions. I find 
his conclusions to be much in line with those I had formed before reading Life-Story. Granted, 
much of my reading—certainly initially—has been in the vast collection of Baconian resources 
available at SirBacon.org, the work of Lawrence Gerald and Rob Fowler. How much did Dodd’s 
Life-Story influence their selection of materials? It was at SirBacon.org that I first saw Bacon’s 
baptismal registration (Life-Story, 42; https://sirbacon.org/baptismalregistration.htm) and read 
von Kunow’s book (Life-Story, 40, https://sirbacon.org/vonkunow.html). It was Lawrence who  
suggested I read Dodd’s Life-Story. Even after seventy-seven years, the overall impact of Life-
Story may be greater than we think. For example, Christopher Paul, in addressing the Oxfordian 
“Prince Tudor” theory, opined that Dodd’s Life Story, Sonnet Diary, and The Marriage of 
Elizabeth Tudor “offer[ed] a much stronger evidentiary case than anything offered so far by the 
Oxfordians” (Christopher Paul, “The ‘Prince Tudor’ Dilemma: Hip Thesis, Hypothesis, or Old 
Wives’ Tale?” The Oxfordian, vol 5 (2002), 67n1, https://shakespeareoxfordfellowship.org/wp-
content/uploads/Oxfordian2002_Paul_PT_Dilemma.pdf. Yes, indeed. 
 
May Dodd’s spirit of integrity guide our critical search for truth. 
 
Christina G. Waldman is the author of Francis Bacon’s Hidden Hand in Shakespeare’s The 
Merchant of Venice: A Study of Law, Rhetoric, and Authorship (New York: Algora Publishing, 
2018) and The Voice of the Wooden Dragon, illustrated by Lane Waldman (Buffalo: NFB 
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