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Samuel Schoenbaum, Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature of the United Kingdom, 

President of the Shakespeare Association of America, the Vice-President of the 

International Shakespeare Association, Trustee of the Folger Shakespeare Library and 

the Life Trustee of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and his Shakespeare Lives (1970) 
 

My son, I do not conceal from you that we must find a way of clearing sham philosophers out of our 

path. Your philosophers are more fabulous than poets. They debauch our minds. They substitute a false 

coinage for the true. And worse still are the satellites and parasites of the great ones, the whole mob of 

professorial teachers. Will not someone recite the formula by which I may devote them all to oblivion? 

How shall truth be heard if they maintain the din of their grovelling and inconsequent ratiocinations?  
 

[Francis Bacon, The Masculine Birth of Time; Benjamin Farrington, ed., The Philosophy of 

Francis Bacon (Liverpool University Press, 1964), p. 63)] 
 

The American scholar Professor Samuel Schoenbaum is almost certainly the most widely read 
Shakespeare biographer in the history of Shakespeare biography with a worldwide reputation 
to match and a key figure in the most important Shakespeare institutions around the globe. 
    In his distinguished career the roving Stratfordian Kissinger Samuel Schoenbaum received 
a Guggenheim Fellowship (1956-57, 1969-70) and filled several prestigious university posts. 
He taught at Northwestern University from 1953 to 1975, the last years as the Frank Bliss 
Snyder Professor of English Literature. He received a post at the City of University New York 
(1975-76), followed by his appointment as the Distinguished Professor of Renaissance Studies 
at the University of Maryland (1976-93), also serving as director of UMD’s Centre for 
Renaissance and Baroque Studies from 1981-96. In his glittering career he delivered lectures 
and speeches at universities, prestigious institutions and international conferences all around 
the world.  
   In addition to his long list of world-wide publications, the most important of them issued by 
Oxford Clarendon Press, Oxford University Press and The Folger Shakespeare Library, he also 
wrote twenty-five articles and chapters in books and some fifty book reviews, for the likes of 
the London Times Literary Supplement and Washington Post. He was moreover the world-
renowned Shakespeare scholar most likely to be consulted and interviewed by the international 
media and press on all matters Shakespeare.  
   Beyond his public persona as Mr Shakespeare, he reached the very pyramidal apex of the key 
Shakespeare institutions around the world where he exercised enormous power and influence 
behind the scenes. He was a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature of the United Kingdom, 
President of the Shakespeare Association of America, the Vice-President of the International 
Shakespeare Association, Trustee of the Folger Shakespeare Library and the Life Trustee of the 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, secret Baconian-Rosicrucian-Freemasonic institutions. 
    In 1970 Schoenbaum released his tour de force Shakespeare’s Lives published by the Oxford 
Clarendon Press. On its publication it was met with universal acclaim, the press and the critics 
drooled over it and simply marvelled at its comprehensive treatment of such a complex subject. 
Michael Foot even described it as the book of decade. In the scholarly Shakespeare journals 
his fellow Shakespeare scholars ransacked their thesauruses tripping over each other to see who 
could conjure up the most impressive superlatives to furnish their oblations. It was the greatest 
survey of the history of Shakespeare scholarship ever published, truly a compendium of Lives 
to end all Lives. Nothing on this heroic scale and magnitude had ever been attempted, nor was 
it likely, it would ever be attempted again. Why would it? The surpassing scholarship reliable 
and detailed, the penetrating perception and insights unrivalled, the prose scintillating and story 
it told riveting. Surely, it was all here, the invulnerable ramparts of Stratfordianism could now 
last another thousand years. Sweeping all before him Mr. Shakespeare, like the biblical Moses 
before him, had led the Stratfordian flock to the Shakespearean promised land and all was now 
well again with Shakespeare. The mighty warrior had traversed the whole of the biographical 
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canon stretching all the way back to the first recorded anecdotes, legends and traditions from 
the life and death of the Stratford man right up to his time of writing, hence the title.  
   All biographers and editors of note would fall under his critical scrutiny, so too the venerable 
history of Stratford, he also took in the Stratfordian fraudsters and forgers, of whom there were 
many, surveyed the theories and the debates, which, as we know are without end. He intrepidly 
hunted down manuscripts and all manner of rare and unique information, often, in out of the 
way repositories. No place was ever too far, nothing too much trouble, nor the smallest crumb 
too slight, if it illuminated the complex kaleidoscopic portrait of our peerless National Bard. 
Nor had he ‘knowingly passed over any substantive biographical contribution’, nor left any 
important Shakespeare stone known to him uncovered in this, his holiest of holy quests. Nor in 
his responsible capacity as an objective historian and scholar had he shrunk from those irksome 
others, who had filled the pages of Shakespeare histories, including those Baconians and other 
heretics.1 
    In Part Six of Shakespeare’s Lives disparagingly headed ‘Deviations’, appeared the section 
‘The First Unbelievers’, in what was supposed to be his full and authoritative examination of 
the history of the beginnings of the authorship controversy. The history, that has informed the 
professors and the schoolmen, the learned critics of the scholarly journals, the ubiquitous rent-
a-critic of the international media and the public, via its very first example breaks the sacred 
trust of a universally admired and respected scholar, as a result of his flagrant lack of fidelity 
to the historical truth. 
   Schoenbaum knowingly falsely presents the Rev. James Townley (1759), as the first real or 
imagined example of the first unbelievers. James Townley’s play High Life below Stairs was 
first produced at the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane which includes the lines ‘Shikspur. Did you 
never read Shikspur? Shikspur?-Who wrote it?-No, I never read Shikspur.’ This exchange ‘a 
variation on a hoary wheeze, illustrates the ignorance of Kitty, a former Chelsea half-boarder 
with pretensions to gentility. But the Baconians, who discern in Townley’s harmless farce an 
early manifesto of the anti-Stratfordian creed, have never been remarkable for their sense of 
humour.’2 This obscure pretty much insignificant example was a first step on his descent into 
the bottomless Stratfordian pit of insidious deceit from where there is no return. 
   Next up was the familiar story of Herbert Lawrence and his vague mutterings in The Life and 
Adventures of Common Sense: An Historical Allegory (1769) whose Wit, Genius and Humour 
are seen by some to represent the characteristics of Bacon.3 Whatever the truth, Schoenbaum 
moves on to his next falsehood ‘Still, Baconianism does indeed trace its origin to the eighteenth 
century’, in his lead up to an account of the Rev. James Wilmot, who it is said arrived sometime 
around 1785, to the conclusion Bacon wrote Shakespeare. However, he supposedly destroyed 
his manuscripts and not wishing to offend his Stratford neighbours never published anything.4   
    Another anti-Stratfordian came in the form of the eccentric Joseph C. Hart who in his book 
The Romance of Yachting published in 1848, though no Baconian, expressed his incoherent 
misgivings about the Stratford man in somewhat colourful language. There was the anonymous 
article published in 1852 in Chambers’s Edinburgh Journal ‘Who Wrote Shakespeare’ written 
by Robert Jamieson who like the great American poet and philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson 
was unable to reconcile the genius and learning of the plays with the Stratford moneylender 
who bought and sold land:5 
    
None of these published expressions of discontent with Stratfordian orthodoxy argues that Shakespeare 
is Bacon. The glory of Delia Bacon’s martyrdom is not dimmed; she remains the first to express the 
great heresy, however obscurely, in print. But she achieved her priority by the narrowest of margins. In 
September 1856, eight months after Delia’s Putnam article, a Harley Street recluse named William 
Henry Smith circulated privately a printed letter to Lord Ellesmere [then president of the Shakespeare 
Society] asking, Was Lord Bacon the Author of Shakespeare’s plays?...[the following year he] expanded  
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Fig. 148 The deciphered title/adjacent page of Shakespeare’s Lives (Oxford Clarendon 
Press, 1970) by S. Schoenbaum, President of the Shakespeare Association of America, 

Vice-President of the International Shakespeare Association, Trustee of Folger 
Shakespeare Library & Life Trustee of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust 
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his pamphlet from fifteen pages to over a hundred in Bacon and Shakespeare. An Inquiry Touching 
Players, Playhouses, and Play-writers in the Days of Elizabeth.6 
 

   This was the story told by Schoenbaum in his section ‘The First Unbelievers’. Of course, his 
statement that Baconianism traced its origins to the eighteenth century is to put it very politely, 
misleading and false. He knowingly and deliberately suppressed the contemporary evidence of 
Hall and Marston conveying Bacon was the concealed author of the Shakespeare poems Venus 
and Adonis and The Rape of Lucrece. And just in case there is the slightest doubt in the minds 
of the schoolmen that Schoenbaum did not know of the Hall and Marston evidence (as if) he 
cites H. N. Gibson, The Shakespeare Claimants which discusses the Hall and Marston evidence 
at some length, a work Schoenbaum was intimately familiar with:    
 

While the development of legitimate Shakespearean biography has received little attention from 
students, they have, by a curious irony, abundantly chronicled the ant-Stratfordian movement; Clio is a 
fickle muse. In addition to numerous articles, chapters of larger studies, and one casebook for 
undergraduate edification (Shakespeare and His Rivals, ed. George McMichael and E. M. Glenn, 1962), 
the heretics have inspired three fairly recent volumes: Frank W. Wadsworth, The Poacher from Stratford 
(1958), R. C. Churchill, Shakespeare and His Betters (1958), and H. N. Gibson, The Shakespeare 
Claimants (1962). To these helpful surveys, and especially to Wadsworth, I am indebted for insights, 
leads, and information.7 
 

Like many had before him, to falsify the historical record Schoenbaum also knowingly and 
wilfully suppressed the contemporary evidence found in A Conference of Pleasure, Composed 
For Some Festive Occasion About The Year 1592 By Francis Bacon Edited From a Manuscript 
Belonging to the Duke of Northumberland edited by Spedding and critical evidence presented 
in a Collotype Facsimile & Type Transcript of an Elizabethan Manuscript Preserved at Alnwick 
Castle, Northumberland edited by Burgoyne.8 
    Vital evidence was not his forte, instead what we received in his account of the heretics was 
a selective and misrepresentative trawl through the highways and byways of the conspiracy 
theorists, the mad, the deluded, and the downright insane, or at least this is how Schoenbaum 
by enlarge portrayed them. Reduced to a basic level the situation was this. If you believed that 
Lord Bacon, the great philosopher and the greatest prose writer in the English language, about 
whom even his detractors maintain was the wisest of all humankind and possessed the most 
exquisite mind bestowed upon any man who ever lived, you are clearly devoid of any critical 
faculty whatsoever, and clearly deranged and of unsound mind. If however, you believe a man 
born of illiterate parents, whose own children were also illiterate, of whom there is no evidence 
he went to school and no suggestion he attended university, a man who it is often claimed was 
also himself illiterate or semi-illiterate, wrote the greatest book in the history of the world-you 
my sons, you are the serious professional scholars, that we all respect, admire and aspire to! 
   It was truly, a masterful performance…but these are all actors as I foretold you. 
   The deceived schoolmen, still even believe, that Schoenbaum apparently, believed it.    
   The title and adjacent page, a photograph Shakespeare Monument at Holy Trinity Church, of 

Shakespeare’s Lives incorporate a series of Baconian-Rosicrucian ciphers. The title page has 2 

roman words and 65 italic letters: 2+65=67 Francis in simple cipher. The top of half of the 

page has 4 words and 28 letters plus the Shakespeare Monument: 4+28+1=33 Bacon in simple 

cipher and the bottom half of the page contains 8 words and 48 letters: 8+48=56 Fr Bacon in 

simple cipher. The 10 italic words, 11 roman letters and the addition of the date (1+9+7+0) 17 

plus the 1 Shakespeare Monument produces a total of 39 F Bacon in simple cipher. The total 

of 12 words, 76 letters and 4 digits on the title page added to the 5 words, 59 letters and single 

Shakespeare Monument on the adjacent page produces 157 Fra Rosicrosse in simple cipher.  
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