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Francis Bacon and his Rosicrucian Manifesto New Atlantis  

(Land of the Rosicrucians) 
 

It is true there be some affairs that require extreme secrecy.  

 

[Francis Bacon, Of Counsel; Spedding, Works, VI, p. 425] 

 
It was the erection and institution of an Order or Society which we call Salomon’s House; the noblest  

foundation (as we think) that ever was upon this earth; and the lanthorn of this kingdom. 

  

[Francis Bacon, New Atlantis; Spedding, Works, III, p. 145] 

 

In 1626 Dr Rawley issued Sylva Sylvarum: Or A Natural History in Ten Centuries (sylva means  
wood or forest & sylva sylvarum a collection of materials for building the new science) to 
which is appended Bacon’s utopia New Atlantis, a philosophical and scientific blueprint for the 
Universal Reformation of the Whole World. The title page is framed within two Freemasonic 
Pillars. It is divided into ten centuries and consists of one thousand paragraphs relating to 
natural causes and phenomena in a compendious natural history drawn from various sources. 
Among other things Bacon discusses the prolonging of life a dream long cherished by himself 
and his Rosicrucian Brotherhood.  
   In the introduction to Sylva Sylvarum Dr Rawley explains that Bacon had presented the work 
in a secret order:  
 
Hauing had the Honour to be continually with my Lord, in compiling of this Worke; And to be employed  
therein; I haue thought it not amisse (with his Lordships good leaue and liking,) for the better 
satisfaction of those that shall reade it, to make knowne somewhat of his Lordships Intentions, touching  
the Ordering, and Publishing of the same…I haue heard his Lordship say also, that one great Reason, 
why he would not put these Particulars into any exact Method, (though he that looketh attentiuely into  
them, shall finde that they have a secret Order)…1  

 

    As with the Shakespeare plays the precise dating of many of Bacon’s works has in some 
instances proved elusive. During the years 1603 to 1609 while exploring different methods of 
delivery and the best form for the dissemination of his new philosophy, he began nine works, 
four of which he finished 1] Cogitata et Visa 2] Redargutio Philosophiarum 3] Advancement 
of Learning and 4] De Sapienta Veterum. The last two published in his lifetime. Consequently, 
the other finished works which came into the hands of his literary executors were first published 
by Gruter.2 Five works were left unfinished 1] Temporis Partus Masculus 2] De Interpretatione 
Naturae Procemium 3] Valerius Terminus of the Interpretation of Nature, with Annotations of 
Hermes Stella 4] Cogitationes de Natura Rerum and 5] Cogitationes de Scientia Humana.3 The 
sequence and dating of these works are still disputed.  
     In various degrees material from several of them find maturity and expression in The Great 
Instauration, i.e., the Novum Organum published in 1620 and De Augmentis Scientiarum in 
1623. This extant and documented body of work constitutes a valuable record and insight of 
Bacon’s evolution of thought and the method of development he adopted in bringing forward 
material, often beginning with the small kernel of an idea set down in various embryonic forms, 
which over a period of years he revised, amended and enlarged. A method to which Dr. Rawley 
bore witness: 
 
His book of Instauratio Magna (which in his own account was the chiefest, of his works,) was no slight 
imagination or fancy of his brain, but a settled and concocted notion, the production, of many years’,  
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Fig. 1 The Freemasonic Pillars on the title page of Sylva Sylvarum (1626) 
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labour, and travel. I myself have seen at the least twelve copies, of the Instauration, revised year by 
year one after another, and every year altered and amended in the frame thereof, till at last it came to 
that model in which it was committed to the press; as many living creatures, do lick their young ones, 
till they bring them to their strength of limbs.4 
 

   This was also the case with the two books of The Advancement of Learning first published in 
1605, which in the subsequent eighteen years was revised and enlarged into the nine the books 
of the De Augmentis Scientiarum before its publication in 1623.  
    Despite Dr. Rawley’s comments in his Life of Bacon that New Atlantis was written in the last 
five years of his life,5 several scholars have put its composition at a much earlier date.  
   Matar concluded the terminus a quo for the composition of New Atlantis must be after 1613, 
and the terminus ad quem preceded the Spring of 1621.6 The great nineteenth century historian 
S. R. Gardiner in writing his life of Bacon for the Dictionary of National Biography unearthed 
information that had eluded all previous investigators ‘The New Atlantis which has hitherto 
been ascribed to a later period in his life…is twice mentioned by him in an unpublished paper 
(Harleian Charters, iii. d.14), the date of which lies between the dissolution of the parliament 
in 1614 and Bacon’s appointment as lord keeper in 1617.’7 In a schedule of the principal 
writings of Bacon, Nieves Mathews lists New Atlantis has having been composed before 1614.8 
Howard B. White in a work almost entirely devoted to New Atlantis settled on the slightly 
earlier date of 1612.9 The date Abbott also thought most likely he sat down to paint his 'bright 
picture of an ideal Palace of Invention in an ideal State.’10 In his Sir Francis Bacon Professor 
Wigfall Green says ‘He began the New Atlantis, it must be conjectured, about 1612’,11 before 
correctly drawing attention to the fact, as Abbot had before him, that there are things ‘Bacon 
thought and wrote which form a backdrop for the New Atlantis’, which have their roots in the 
speeches of the six counsellors from the Gesta Grayorum performed at Gray’s Inn around 
Christmas 1594-5,12 some of which were incorporated in The Advancement of Learning (1605), 
and referred to in an entry in Bacon’s private diary dated, 26 July 1608.13   
    It was at the Christmas Gray’s Inn Revels that in front distinguished guests in echoing The 

Comedy of Errors at the end of a Rosicrucian-Freemasonic masque, the Prince of Purple placed 

around the neck of the Inner Temple’s ambassador a carcanet or bejewelled collar, the Golden 
Chain of Being. The symbol of ‘the Knighthood of the Helmet, an Order of his own Institution’, 
of which twenty-four of his retinue, all vowed to observe and practice the Constitutions and 

Ordinances of the Honourable Order.14 Its historical hidden significance was revealed by the 

Freemason and prolific Bacon biographer and writer Alfred Dodd: 

 
This was The Honourable Order of the Knights of the Helmet already referred to, performed on Friday, 

3rd January, 1594 (i.e., 1595). There is not the slightest doubt that this entertainment was based on an 

actual ceremonial akin to the Rites of Freemasonry. It was intended to be simply a COVER-an open 

recital that might constitute a record for posterity-of unsuspected, unknown and secret organizations 

already in existence, the Rosicrosse Literary Society, the Rosicrucians and the Freemasons. After the 

guests were seated-there were many great personages present-the Prince of Revels came in full state 

and took his throne. He was entitled the Prince of Purpool (Purple). Various persons were invested with 

a Collar of the Knighthood of the Helmet which each kissed in token of his vow to keep the articles of 

the Order inviolate, previously read to him. The initiated law-students were vowed in the Play to defend 

God and the State, to attack ignorance, to defend Truth and Virtue ceaselessly and secretly.15  

 

    When the King-at-Arms had read the Articles of the Order of the Knighthood and concluded 

all its ceremonies, the Knights of the Order brought into the hall a banquet for the Prince of 

Purple in imitation of the Feast celebrated at all such honourable institutions. A table was set 

on the stage before the Prince and six Lords of his Privy Council all delivered speeches written 

by Bacon: The first Advising the Exercise of War; the second Advising the Study of Philosophy; 
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the third Advising Eternizement and Fame by Buildings and Foundations; the fourth Advising 

Absoluteness of State and Treasure; the fifth Advising Virtue and a Gracious Government; and 

the sixth Persuading Pastimes and Sports.16  

    In the second speech Advising the Study of Philosophy the second counsellor advocates in 
the philosophy and language echoed in the Rosicrucian manifestos the New Atlantis and Fama 
Fraternitatis ‘the conquest of the works of nature’ & ‘searching out, inventing, and discovering 
of all whatsoever is hid and secret in the world’, so his excellency would act, ‘as a lamp that 
shineth to others and yet seeth not itself, but as the Eye of the World, that both carrieth and 
useth light.’17 He then adds that ‘Antiquity, that presenteth unto us in dark visions the wisdom 
of former times, informeth us that the [governments of] kingdoms have always had an affinity 
with the secrets and mysteries of learning. Amongst the Persians, the kings were attended on 
by the Magi. The Gymnosophists had all the government under the princes of Asia; and 
generally those kingdoms were accounted most happy, that had rulers most addicted to 
philosophy. The Ptolemies in Egypt may be for instance; and Salomon was a man so seen in 
the universality of nature that he wrote an herbal of all that was green upon the earth.’18 He 
commends four principal works and monuments ‘First, the collecting of a most perfect and 
general library, wherein whatsoever the wit of man hath heretofore committed to books of 
worth, be they ancient or modern, printed or manuscript, European or of the other parts, of one 
or other language, may be made contributory to your wisdom. Next, a spacious, wonderful 
garden, wherein whatsoever plant the sun of divers climates, out of the earth of divers moulds, 
either wild or by the culture of man brought forth, may be with that care that appertaineth to 
the good prospering thereof set and cherished: This garden to be built about with rooms to 
stable in all rare beasts and to cage in all rare birds; with two lakes adjoining, the one of fresh 
water the other of salt, for like variety of fishes. And so you may have in small compass a 
model of universal nature made private. The third, a goodly huge cabinet, wherein whatsoever 
the hand of man by exquisite art or engine hath made rare in stuff, form, or motion; whatsoever 
singularity chance and the shuffle of things hath produced; whatsoever Nature hath wrought in 
things that want life and may be kept; shall be sorted and included. The fourth such a still-
house, so furnished with mills, instruments, furnaces, and vessels, as may be a palace fit for a 
philosopher’s stone.19 All of which forms part of his Rosicrucian manifesto New Atlantis. 
    The third counsellor Advising Eternizement and Fame by Building and Foundations which 
puts in mind the Baconian-Rosicrucian masque The Masqve of Qveenes Celebrated from the 
House of Fame and the Rosicrucian manifesto the Fama Fraternitatis. The House of Fame 
being The House of the Rosicrucians. The Rosicrucian figure of Fame emerges in The Chemical 
Wedding. The RC document is, writes Dr Yates, ‘but another version of the allegories of the 
Fama and the Confessio’ and ‘the theme of a vault containing a tomb...in the Wedding’ is surely 
‘an allusion to the famous vault of the Fama: and the Wedding opens with a personification of 
Fame, sounding her trumpet call.’20 The counsellor also advises of the ‘magnificence of goodly 
and royal buildings and foundations, and new institutions of orders, ordinances, and societies’. 
21 Again urging ‘other foundations, institutions, and creations’ linked to the ‘honourable Order 
of the Helmet’,22 a cover for Bacon’s secret invisible Rosicrucian Brotherhood.  
    The fifth counsellor Advising Virtue and Gracious Government counsels to the necessity of 
preserving and maintaining good intelligence ‘that your intelligence, which is the light of your 
state, do not go out or burn dim or obscure’, stressing the moral maxim of advancing ‘men of 
virtue and not of mercenary minds.’23 He further advises to ‘give all strength to good education’ 
and ‘see to the government of your universities and all seminaries of youth’.24 We have seen in 
The Advancement of Learning and its corresponding passage in De Augmentis that Bacon again 
stresses the importance of ‘mutual intelligence between the universities of Europe’ and how 
there existed ‘a fraternity in learning and illumination, a noble and generous ‘Brotherhood in 
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orders’ who have their own ‘vows and cannonial rules’.25 The kind of themes and imagery 
which invoke and find an echo in the New Atlantis and the Fama Fraternitatis. 
   The above themes in the six speeches given at the Gray’s Inn Christmas festivities of 1594-5 
are incorporated in Bacon’s Rosicrucian New Atlantis written and developed before the turn of 
the seventeenth century, prior to the Baconian-Rosicrucian Fama Fraternitatis, which share a 
common provenance, with both the acknowledged and anonymous tract written in Baconian 
prose, both sharing parallel ideas and images, with the one brilliantly illuminating the other.     
    In address To the Reader prefixed to New Atlantis Dr Rawley writes:       
                                                                                                                                                                                           
This Fable my Lord deuised, to the end that He might exhibite therein, a Modell or Description of a 
Colledge, instituted for the Interpreting of Nature, and the Producing of Great and Marueilous Works 
for the Benefit of Men; Vnder the Name of Salomons House, or the Colledge of the Sixe Dayes Works. 
And euen so farre his Lordship hath proceeded, as to finish that Part, Certainely, the Modell is more 
Vast, and High, then can possibly be imitated in all things; Notwithstanding most Things therin are 
within Mens Power to effect. His Lordship thought also in this present Fable, to haue composed a Frame 
of Lawes, or of the best State or Mould of a Common-wealth; But foreseeing it would be a long Worke, 
his Desire of Collecting the Naturall History diuerted him, which He preferred many degrees before it. 
    This Worke of the New Atlantis (as much as concerneth the English Edition) his Lordship designed 
for this Place; In regard it hath so neare an Affinity (in one Part of it) with the Preceding Naturall 
History.       

W: Rawley.26 

 

    In allegorical form New Atlantis unfolds the dream for which Bacon had secretly laboured 
the whole of his life. A society based on the twin pillars of brotherly love and the advancement 
of learning for the future benefit of humankind, a Universal Reformation of the Whole World.  
A vision for which he rang the bell to call the wits together. But Bacon was no idle dreamer, he 
knew this could not be achieved by one man in his own lifetime. He recognized the need to 
inaugurate a fraternity in learning and illumination which would require virtuous and learned 
men who would labour quietly and for no reward on behalf of humanity and future ages. A self-
perpetuating brotherhood that would over the centuries be responsible for the rise of western 
civilization. It was for this far reaching vision Bacon laboured day and night and for which he 
secretly constituted & directed his Rosicrucian Brotherhood, one to be continued in perpetuity.  
    In the preface to New Atlantis with a knowing allusion to Bacon’s Rosicrucian-Freemasonry  
Brotherhood his great standard biographer and editor Spedding observed that Bacon realized 
these glorious ends could not be achieved by the efforts of one man ‘The difficulties which had  
baffled his single efforts to provide that apparatus for himself suggested the constitution and 
regulations of a society formed to overcome them: he had but to furnish Solomon’s House with  
the helps in head and hand which he had himself wished for.’27 The vision of New Atlantis is 
the dream and vision for the future of Europe, America, and the rest of the whole world: 
                                                                                                                                                                                
Perhaps there is no single work of his which has so much of himself in it. The description of Solomon’s 
House is the description of the vision in which he lived,-the vision not of an ideal world released from 
the natural conditions to which ours is subject, but of our own world as it might be made if we did our 
duty by it; of a state of things which he believed would one day be actually seen upon this earth such 
as it is by men such as we are; and the coming of which he believed that his own labours were sensibly 
hastening. The account of the manners and customs of the people of Bensalem is an account of his own 
taste in humanity; for a man’s ideal, though not necessarily a description of what he is, is almost always 
an indication of what he would be; and in the sober piety, the serious cheerfulness, the tender and 
gracious courtesy, the open-handed hospitality, the fidelity in public and chastity in private life, the 
grave and graceful manners, the order, decency, and earnest industry, which prevail among these people, 
we recognise an image of himself made perfect,-of that condition of the human soul which he loved in 
others, and aspired towards in himself.28                                                                                                                                               
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     The island of New Atlantis is an ideal literary, scientific and philosophical world governed 
by Rosicrucian Brothers who in their great college called Salomon’s House conduct research 
in all the arts and sciences for the everlasting use and benefit of humankind. They know all the 
languages of Europe, and their invisible merchants of light bring information, knowledge and 
intelligence from all the other countries of the outside world, while remaining sublimely hidden 
and unseen to others outside, for the purposes of building a just and perfect society.  
  This Baconian-Rosicrucian utopia is the greatest, most important, and far-reaching short work 
in history. It was the philosophical and scientific blueprint and foundation for the United States 
of America, the most powerful republic in the modern world and other republican-democracies 
in the Western Hemisphere. In the seventeenth century it anticipated the future of humankind. 
It foretold of aircraft and submarines. Its incredible research facilities had large and deep caves 
built under mountains to investigate the fields of geology and seismology. Some of these caves 
were used for refrigeration, and experiments for curing diseases and the prolonging of life, and 
the conservation of bodies.  
   Its mines were used for producing of new artificial metals and its High Towers (about half a 
mile in height) some placed upon the top of mountains for experimentation and observation in 
the fields of meteorology and astronomy.  
    The inhabitants of New Atlantis also possess great lakes both salt and fresh and pools to 
strain fresh water out of salt and conversely to turn fresh water into salt. Weather machines for 
creating and multiplying the wind and laboratories in which they are able to further to replicate 
the weather by imitating thunder and lightning, snow, hail and rain.  
    Chambers of Health for the curing or diseases and preservation of health. Botanical gardens 
consisting of various orchards and gardens which by their art or scientific procedures produce 
trees, plants and flowers in different seasons throughout the year. Special brewhouses, baking-
houses and kitchens that produce new and better drinks, bread and meats for greater and more 
hygienic food production. Pharmaceutical laboratories for producing new drugs and medicines. 
Perspective houses for experiments with light and radiation.  
    They also possess improved telescopes to view the heavens and the stars and microscopes 
to examine blood and urine as well as minute bodies, flies and worms. Sound houses to test 
acoustics and to carry out studies of a range of different musical instruments. And astoundingly, 
the ‘means to convey sounds in trunks and pipes, in strange lines and distances’, anticipating 
telephones & transatlantic communication systems that would later transform communications 
around the globe.  

    These being only a fraction of the extraordinary and incredible secrets and developments set 

out by Bacon in New Atlantis that were destined to shape and transform our modern world.  

    To protect themselves and all the future benefits for humanity their philanthropic endeavours 

would bring the invisible Rosicrucian Brothers of New Atlantis needed to operate in the strictest 

secrecy away from the prying eyes of the Catholic Church and on occasions the State: 

 

And take all an Oath of Secrecy, for the Concealing of those which wee thinke fitt to keepe 

Secrett: Though some of those we do reueale sometimes to the State, and some not.29 

 

To secure their magnificent and divine objective of bringing about a Universal Reformation of 

the Whole World for the lasting benefit of humankind in all perpetuity: 

 

The End of our Foundation is the Knowledge of Causes, and Secrett Motions of Things; and 

the Enlarging of the bounds of Human Empire, to the Effecting of all Things possible.30 
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   The carefully devised plans referred and alluded to in New Atlantis (Land of the Rosicrucians) 

were secretly transplanted to North America, a nation from its inception developed and planned 

along Rosicrucian-Freemasonic lines: 

           
Bacon quickly realized that here in the new world was the proper environment for the accomplishment 

of his great dream, the establishment of the philosophic empire. It must be remembered that Bacon did 

not play a lone hand; he was the head of a secret society including in its membership the most brilliant 

intellectuals of his day. All these men were bound together by a common oath to labor in the cause of 

a world democracy. Bacon’s society of the unknown philosophers included men of high rank and broad 
influence. Together with Bacon, they devised the colonization scheme. 

  Word was passed about through secret channels that here in the Western Hemisphere was the promised 

land of the future. Here men of right purpose could build a new way of life, free from the religious 

intolerance and political despotism that held Europe in its clutches. 

  …He made sure that the American colonists were thoroughly indoctrinated with the principles of 
religious tolerance, political democracy, & social equality. Through carefully appointed representatives, 

the machinery of democracy was set up at least a hundred years before the period of the Revolutionary 

War. 
    Bacon’s secret society membership was not limited to England; it was most powerful in Germany, 
in France, and in the Netherlands, and most of the leaders of European thought were involved in the 

vast pattern of his purpose. The mystic empire of the wise had no national boundaries and its citizenry 

was made up of men of good purpose in every land. The Alchemists, Cabalists, Mystics, and 

Rosicrucians were the incisive instruments of Bacon’s plan. Representatives of these groups migrated 
to the colonies at an early date and set up their organization in suitable places. 

    …The program that Bacon had outlined was working out according to schedule. Quietly and 

industriously, America was being conditioned for its destiny-leadership in a free world. 

    …the New Atlantis was coming into being, in accordance with the programme laid down by Francis 
Bacon …31 

 

     A second part to the New Atlantis appeared in print in 1660 entitled New Atlantis, Begun by 
the Lord Verulam, Viscount St Albans: and Continued by R. H. Esquire. Wherein is set forth A 
Platform of Monarchical Government. With a Pleasant intermixture of divers rare Inventions, 
and wholsom Customs, fit to be introduced into all Kingdoms, States, and Common-Wealths. 
The identity of R. H. Esquire is unknown. Though a detailed description of this curious tract is 
beyond the scope of the present work a few particulars may be noted in passing. The dedication 
to Charles II is signed R. H. In the Preface, also signed with the initials R. H., the unidentified 
writer says, Bacon, that ‘Monarch of Wit and Judgment…hath given such laws in learning and 
all naturall Philosophy, and such Essaies of policy, that succeeding ages will easily submit to 
his overruling Empire.’32 The first six pages contains a resume of New Atlantis ‘The Argument 
of the New Atlantis as it was begun by the Lord Bacon’ followed by ‘New Atlantis The Second 
Part’. Tenison says of it ‘This Supplement has been lately made by another Hand: A great and 
hardy Adventure, to finish a Piece after the Lord Verulam’s Pencil.’33  
    Two years later there appeared in 1662 the following work with an extraordinary long title: 

The Holy Guide: Leading the Way to the Wonder of the World: (A Compleat Phisitian) teaching 

the Knowledge of all things, Past, Present, and to Come; viz. Of Pleasure, long Life, Health, 

Youth, Blessedness, Wisdome and Virtue; and to Cure, Change and Remedy all Diseases in 

Young and Old. With Rosie Crucian Medicines, which are verified by a Practical Examination 

of Principles in the great World. The work is printed in the name of the Rosicrucian apologist 

John Heydon (1629, d. in or after 1670) which is somewhat misleading as this collection of 

Rosicrucian writings commences with a very special work written by the Supreme Head of the 

Rosicrucian Fraternity, Lord Bacon. 

     In the dedication to Sir Richard Temple its author written in a style heavily reminiscent of 

Bacon speaks of how ordinary men seek after fame and riches ‘to seem great in the eyes of the 
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world’. Only the worthy who seek will find the place that has been unknown for a long time 
and which ‘is hidden from the greatest part of the world.’ In echoing the Latin inscription 
around the emblem of Father Time on the title page of the New Atlantis (‘In Time the Hidden 

Truth Shall Be Revealed’) he repeats from the Scripture ‘there is nothing covered that shall not 

be revealed, and hidden that shall not be known’ (Luke 12:2). Being a servant of God and 

‘Secretary of Nature, we do declare the will of God to the World’ which, he says, referring to 
other Rosicrucian publications, including their manifestos ‘we have already performed and 

published in Italy and England’.34 Immediately following the dedication, here reproduced in 

this rare and curious volume by way of a preface, is a close adaptation of Lord Bacon’s New 

Atlantis set forth under the auspices of his Rosicrucian Brotherhood. It appears that its method 

of delivery was designed for it to pass quietly into the sleepy world. And so, it did.  

    It would be left to the American scholar F. W. C. Wigston more than two hundred years later 

to make known in his Bacon Shakespeare and The Rosicrucians that the tract known as The 

Land of the Rosicrucians printed in The Holy Guide, is none other than Bacon’s New Atlantis.35 

The difference being this: what is left latent in New Atlantis is made manifest in Land of the 

Rosicrucians. In New Atlantis where Bacon speaks of one of the wise men of the House of 

Solomon this is changed to ‘one of the wise Men of the Society of the Rosie Crucians’.36 These 

type of changes occur throughout the text confirming that Bacon’s New Atlantis and The Land 

of the Rosicrucians are one and the same, from which I provide more examples below: 

 
                             NEW ATLANTIS                           LAND OF THE ROSICRUCIANS 

 

 The Morrow after our three dayes were   The morrow after our three dayes were  

 past, ther came to vs a new Man, that    past, there came to us a new Man, that 

 we had not seen before, clothed in Blew we had not seen before, cloathed in Azure, 

 as the former was, save that his Turban as the former was, save that his Turban  

 was white, with a small red Crosse on  was white, with a small red Crosse on  

 the Topp.                                              the Top.  

 

 He said; I am by Office Gouerner of  He said; I am by Office Governour of this 

 this House of Strangers, and by               House of Strangers, and by Vocation I am 

 Vocation I am a Christian Priest;  a Christian Priests, and of the order of the 

 And therfore am come to you, to  Rosie Crosse; and therefore am come to you  

 offer you my service, both as               to offer you my service, both as strangers,  

 Strangers, and chiefly as Christians. and chiefly as Christians. 

 

 So as the Boates stood all as in a  So as the Boats stood all as in a Theater, 

 Theater, beholding this Light, as  beholding this Light as an Heavenly Signe. 

 an Heauenly Signe. It so fell out,             It so fell out, that there was in one of the  

 that ther was in one of the Boates,  Boats, one of the wise Men of the Society 

 one of our Wise Men, of the Society  of the Rosie Crucians, whose House or  

 of Salomons House; which House, or  Colledge (my good Brethren) is the very   

 Colledge (my good Brethren) is the  Eye of this Kingdome, who having a while  

 very Eye of this Kingdome; Who  attentively and devoutly viewed, and 

 hauing a while attentiuely and               contemplated this Pillar and Crosse, fell 

 deuoutly viewed, and contemplated  down upon his face; and then he raised  

 this Pillar, and Crosse, fell downe  himself upon his knees, and lifting up  

 upon his face; And then raysed               his hands to Heaven, made his prayers  

 himselfe upon his knees, and lifting  in this manner. 

 up his Hands to Heauen, made his  

 prayers in this manner. 

  

 And when the wise Man had taken    And when the Rosie Crucian had taken 
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 it, with all reuerence, into his Boate,  it with all reverence into his Boat, it 

 it opened of it selfe, and there were  opened of it self, and there were found 

 found in it, a Booke, and a Letter;  in it a Book and a Letter; Both written 

 Both written in fine Parchment, and  in fine Parchment, and wrapped in  

 wrapped in Sindons of Linnen.              Sindons of Linnen. 

 

 Yee shall understand, (my deare     Ye shall understand, (my dear friends,) 

 Friends,) that amongst the Excellent that amongst the excellent acts of that King,   

 Acts of that King, one aboue all hath  one above all hath the preheminence, It was  

 preheminence. It was the Erection,  the Erection and institution of an Order, 

 and Institution of an Order, or Society,  or Society, which we call The Temple of 

 which wee call Salomons House; The  the Rosie Crosse; The noblest Foundation, 

 Noblest Foundation, (as wee thinke,)  (as we think,) that ever was upon the 

 that euer was upon the Earth; And the  earth; And the Lanthorne of this Kingdome. 

 Lanthorne of this Kingdome. It is  It is dedicated to the study of the Works 

 dedicated to the Study of the Works,  and Creatures of God. Some think it  

 and Creatures of GOD. Some thinke it  beareth the Founders name a little  

 beareth the Founders Name a little  corrupted, as if it should be F. H. R. C. his  

 corrupted, as if it should be Solamona’s  House. But the Records write it, as it is  

 House But the Records write it, as it is  spoken…For we have some parts of his  
 spoken. . .For wee haue some Parts of  works, which with you are lost; namely 

 his works, which with you are lost;  that Rosie Crucian M. which he wrote of all  

 Namely that Naturall History, which hee things past, present or to come; And of all 

 wrote of all Plants, from the Cedar of  things that have life and motion. . .And I am 

 Libanus, to the Mosse that groweth out  the rather induced to be of this opinion, for 

 of the Wall; And of all things that haue  that I finde in ancient Records, this Order 

 Life and Motion…And I am rather  or Society of the Rosie Crosse is sometimes 

 induced to be of this Opinion, for that  called the Holy House, And sometimes the 

 I finde in ancient Records, this Order  Colledge of the six days Works… 

 or Societie is sometimes called Salomons  

 House; And sometimes the Colledge of  

 the sixe Daies Workes… 

 

 That the Ships, after they had landed the       That the ships after they had landed the 

 Brethren, should returne; And that the           Brethren of the Rosie Crosse should returne;  

 Brethren should stay abroad till the new         And that the Brethren R. C. should stay 

 Mission.                                               abroad till the new Mission. 

 

 The Father of the Family, whom they call     The Father of the fraternity, whom they call 

 the Tirsan, two dayes before the Feast,         the R. C two days before the Feast, taketh to  

 taketh to him three of such Friends as he        him three of such friends as he liketh to 

 liketh to chuse; And is assisted also by         chuse; And is assisted also by the Governour 

 the Gouernour of the Citty, or Place,         of the City, or place where the feast is  

 where the Feast is celebrated; And all the      celebrated; and all the Persons of the family 

 Persons of the Family, of both Sexes, are       of both Sexes, are summoned to attend him. 

 summoned to attend him. These two dayes    These two dayes the Rosie Crucian sitteth 

 the Tirsan sitteth in Consultation, concerning in consultation, concerning the good estate 

 the good Estate of the Family.                     of the Fraternity. 

 

 The Seale set to the Kings Charter, is the  The Seal set to the Kings Charter, is R. C.  

 Kings Image, Imbossed or moulded in Gold; and the Kings image imbossed or moulded 

 And though such Charters bee expedited  in Gold, And though such Charters be 

 of Course, and as of Right, yet they are              expedited of Course, and as of Right; yet 

 varied by discretion, according to the              they are varied by discretion, according to  

 Number and Dignitie of the Family. This the Number and Dignity of the Fraternity. 
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 Charter the Herald readeth aloud; And               This Charter the Herald readeth aloud, And 

 while it is read, the Father or Tirsan, standeth  while it is read, the father or Rosie Crucian 

 vp, supported by two of his Sonnes, such as  standeth up, supported by two of his sons,  

 hee chooseth. . .This Golden Cluster, the  such as he chooseth. . .This Golden cluster, 

 Herald deliuereth also to the Tirsan. . .After  the Herald delivereth also to the Rosie   

 this Ceremony ended, the Father or Tirsan  Crucian…After this Ceremony ended, the 

 retireth…                                                      Father or Rosie Crucian retireth… 

 

 Dinner being done, the Tirsan retireth againe; Dinner being done, the R. Crucian returneth 

 And hauing withdrawne himselfe alone into  again; And having withdrawne himself alone 

 a place; where hee maketh some priuate Prayers, into a place where he maketh some private  

 hee commeth foorth the third time, to giue the  Prayers, he commeth forth the third time, 

 Blessing; with all his Descendants, who stand  to give the Blessing with all his descendants, 

 about him, as at the first…This is the full order who stand about him as at the first…This is 

 of the Feast.                                                           the full order of that Feast of the Rosie  

                                                                                            Crosse. 

                                                                    

 

 The next Morning he came to me againe,  The next morning he came to me again,  

 joyfull as it seemed, and said; There is               joyfull as it seemed, and said; There is 

 word come to the Gouernour of the Citty,  word come to the Governour of the City 

 that one of the Fathers of Salomons House,  that one of the Fathers of the Temple of 

 will be here this day Seuen-night: Wee have  the Rosie Crosse or Holy house, will be 

 seene none of them this Dozen Yeares.              here this day Seven-night: We have seen 

                                                                   none of them this dozen Years. 

 

 When the shew was past, the Jew said to me;  When the shew was past, the Jew said to me; 

 I shall not be able to attend you as I would,   I shall not be able to attend you as I would, 

 in regard of some charge the Citty hath lay'd  in regard of some charge the city hath   

 upon me, for the Entertaining of this Great  layd upon me, for the entertainment of this  

 Person. Three dayes after the Jew came to me  Rosie Crucian. Three dayes after the Jew 

 againe, and said; Yee are happy Men; for the  came to me again, and said; Ye are happy  

 Father of Salomons House taketh knowledge  men; for the Father of The Temple of the 

 of your Being here, and commanded me to tell  Rosie Crosse taketh notice of your being  

 you, that he will admit all your Company to  here, and commanded me to tell you, that 

 his presence, and have priuate Conference  he will admit all your company to his 

 with one of you, that ye shall choose…              presence, and have private conference 

                                                                   with one of you, that ye shall choose… 

 

 GOD blesse thee, my Sonne; I will giue thee  God blesse thee, my Son; I will give thee 

 the greatest Jewell I have: For I will impart  the greatest Jewell I have: For I will impart 

 unto thee, for the Love of GOD and Men, a  unto thee, for the love of God and Men, a 

 Relation of the true state of Salomons House.      Relation of the true State of the Rosie Crosse.

                                                                      

 

 VVee make diuerse Imitations of Tast likewise, We make divers imitations of taste likewise,   

 so that they will deceyue any Mans Tast. And  so that they will deceive any mans taste. 

 in this House wee containe also a Confiture- And in this Temple of the Rosie Crosse we  

 House, where wee make all Sweet-Meats… contain also a Confiture House where we 

                                                                    make all sweet-meats… 

 

 These are (my Sonne) the Riches of               These are (my son) the Riches of the Rosie  

 Salomons House. For the severall                Crucians; read our Temple of Wisdome. For 

 Employments and Offices of our                the severall employments and Offices of our 

 Fellowes; Wee haue Twelue that Sayle                fellows, We have twelve that Sayle into  
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 into Forraine Countries, under the Names             forrain Countries, under the Names of other 

 of other Nations, (for our owne wee                Nations, but our seal is R. C. and we meet  

 conceale;)…                                                           upon the day altogether, (for our own we  

                                                                                 conceale;)… 

  

 And take all an Oath of Secrecy, for the              And take all an Oath of Secrecy, for the  

 Concealing of those which wee thinke fitt concealing of those which we think fit 

 to keepe Secrett: Though some of those we  to keep secret: Though some of those we  

 doe reueale sometimes to the State, and some  doe reveale sometimes to the State, and  

 not. For our Ordinances and Rites: Wee have  some not. Read our Temple of Wisdome:  

 two very Long, and Faire Galleries…        For our Ordinances and Rites: We have   

                                                                                two very long and faire Galleries in the  

                                                                                Temple of the Rosie Crosse… 

 

 And when Hee had sayd this, Hee stood              And when he had said this: He desired  

 vp: And I, as I had beene taught, kneeled  me to give him an account of my life, 

 downe, and He layd his Right Hand vpon  and observations of my youth, that he 

 my Head, and said; GOD blesse thee, my  might report it to the brethren of the 

 Sonne; And GOD blesse this Relation;               Rosie Crosse.38 

 which I have made.37 

 

    Immediately following the reproduction of New Atlantis/Land of the Rosicrucians there is a 
curious and critically important fragment of autobiography from our Rosicrucian philosopher 
John Heydon. But all is not what it seems. After some three pages we are met with a strikingly 
anomalous passage which begins with the line that ‘I was twenty when this book was finished’ 
which should have struck an attentive reader as somewhat odd. John Heydon was born in 1629 
and at the time of the publication of The Holy Guide he was 33 years old. We have moreover 
just seen that the first work in the collection was not written by Heydon but is self-evidently a 
version of Bacon’s New Atlantis, maybe even the original version, that he wrote when he was 
twenty, but could not be published in that form, when alive to the world.  
    What follows this opening statement is clearly not the words of a thirty-three-year-old man, 
but one who is much older, near the end of his days and looking back over his life. The passage 
did not pass the keen-eyed attention of Constance Pott, who at the time of writing, probably 
knew Bacon’s works better than anyone else then alive: ‘few who have read much of Bacon 
will fail to recognise his sentiments, his intentions,-nay his very words’:39      
 

I was twenty when this book was finished, but me thinks I have outlived my self, and begin to be weary 

of the Sun…I have shaken hands with delight and know all is vanity, and I think no man can live well 

once, but he that could live twice, yet for my own part I would not live over my howres past, or begin 

again the minutes of my dayes, not because I have lived them well, but for fear I should live them worse; 

at my death I mean to take a totall adieu of the world, not caring for the burthen of a Tombstone and 

Epitaph, nor so much as the bare memory of my name to be found anywhere, but in the universall 

Register of God.40 

I ’gin to grow weary of the sun 

[Macbeth: 5: 5: 47] 

 

For Cassius is aweary of the world 

[Julius Caesar: 4: 2: 149] 

 

     Around the emblem on the title page of the Rosicrucian New Atlantis appears the inscription 

‘TEMPORE PATET OCCVLTA VERITAS’ (‘Time Brings Forth the Hidden Truth’). This will 
include the secret of Bacon’s authorship of the Rosicrucian manifestos and Chemical Wedding. 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2 The title page of New Atlantis (1626) depicting Father Time with the inscription  

In Time the Hidden Truth 



13 

 

REFERENCES 

1. Francis Bacon, Sylva Sylvarum: Or A Naturall Historie. In Ten Centuries. Written By The 
Right Honourable Francis Lo. Verulam. Viscount St. Alban. Published after the Authors death, 
By William Rawley Doctor of Diuinitie, late his Lordships Chaplaine (London: printed by J. H. 
for William Lee, 1626), A1r. 

2. Spedding, Works, III, pp. 543, 589. 

3. Benjamin Farrington, The Philosophy Of Francis Bacon An Essay On Its Developments 
From 1603 To 1609 With New Translations Of Fundamental Texts (Liverpool University Press, 
1964), p. 11 and notes 1 and 2. 

4. William Rawley, ed., Resuscitatio, Or, Bringing into Publick Light Severall Pieces, Of The 
Works, Civil, Historical, Philosophical, & Theological, Hitherto Sleeping; Of the Right 
Honourable Francis Bacon Baron of Verulam, Viscount Saint Alban. According to the best 
Corrected Coppies. Together, With his Lordships Life. By William Rawley, Doctor in Divinity, 
His Lordships First, and Last, Chapleine. Afterwards Chapleine, to His late Maiesty (London: 
printed by Sarah Griffin for William Lee, 1657), C1r and Spedding, Works, 1, p. 11. 

5. William Rawley, ed., Resuscitatio, Or, Bringing into Publick Light Severall Pieces, Of The 
Works, Civil, Historical, Philosophical, & Theological, Hitherto Sleeping; Of the Right 
Honourable Francis Bacon Baron of Verulam, Viscount Saint Alban. According to the best 
Corrected Coppies. Together, With his Lordships Life. By William Rawley, Doctor in Divinity, 
His Lordships First, and Last, Chapleine. Afterwards Chapleine, to His late Maiesty (London: 
printed by Sarah Griffin for William Lee, 1657), B4v. 

6. N. I. Matar, ‘The Sources of Joabin’s Speech in Francis Bacon’s New Atlantis’, Note and 
Queries, New Series, Vol. 1, no. 1, March 1994, pp. 77-78. 

7. S. R. Gardiner, Francis Bacon (1561-1626), Dictionary of National Biography. 

8. Nieves Mathews, Francis Bacon: The History of a Character Assassination (Yale University 
Press, 1996), p. xiii. 

9. Howard B. White, Peace Among the Willows (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1968), p. 104. 

10. Edwin A. Abott, Francis Bacon An Account of his Life and Works (London: Macmillan & 
Co, 1885), pp. 415-16. 

11. A. Wigfall Green, Sir Francis Bacon (New York: Twayne Publishers, Inc., 1966), p. 171.  

12. Ibid., pp. 173-74. 

13. Spedding, Letters and Life, IV, pp. 66-67. 

14. Desmond Bland, ed., Gesta Grayorum Or The History Of The High and Mighty Prince 

Henry Prince of Purpoole Anno Domini 1594 (Liverpool University Press, 1968), pp. 36-38; 

Paul Raffield, Shakespeare’s Imaginary Constitution Late-Elizabethan Politics and the 

Theatre of Law (Oxford and Portland, Oregon: Hart Publishing, 2010), p. 72; Barbara Kreps, 

‘Playing The Law For Lawyers: Witnessing, Evidence And The Law Of Contract In The 

Comedy of Errors’, Shakespeare Survey, 63 (2010), p. 265n7; R. A. Foakes, ed., The Comedy 

of Errors (London: Arden Shakespeare, 2004), p. 40n4; T. S. Dorsch, ed. The Comedy of Errors 



14 

 

(Cambridge University Press, 2004), p. 82; Charles Whitworth, ed., The Comedy of Errors 

(Oxford University Press, 2008), p. 120; Kent Cartwright, ed., The Comedy Of Errors 

(Bloomsbury Arden Shakespeare, 2017), p. 197. That Bacon’s Masque of Amity was based on 

Rosicrucian-Freemasonic ceremonial rites see Alfred Dodd, Francis Bacon’s Personal Life-

Story (London: Rider and Company, 1986), pp. 156-58. 

 

15. Alfred Dodd, Francis Bacon’s Personal Life-Story (London: Rider and Company, 1986), 

p. 156. 

 

16. Desmond Bland, ed., Gesta Grayorum Or The History Of The High and Mighty Prince 

Henry Prince of Purpoole Anno Domini 1594 (Liverpool University Press, 1968), pp. 44-55. 

These six speeches by Bacon are reprinted by Spedding, Letters and Life, I, pp. 332-41; Brian 

Vickers, ed., Francis Bacon A Critical Edition Of The Major Works (Oxford University Press, 

1996), pp. 51-60; Alan Stewart with Harriet Knight, eds., Early Writings 1584-1596 (Oxford 

Clarendon Press, 2012), pp. 595-605.  

 

17. Spedding, Letters and Life, I, p. 334.  

18. Ibid., Letters and Life, I, p. 334. 

19. Ibid., Letters and Life, I, p. 335. 

20. Frances A. Yates, The Rosicrucian Enlightenment (London and New York: Routledge, 
1993), p. 65. 

21. Spedding, Letters and Life, I, p. 336. 

22. Ibid., Letters and Life, I, p. 337.  

23. Ibid., Letters and Life, I, p. 339. 

24. Ibid., Letters and Life, I, p. 340. 

25. Francis Bacon, The Two Bookes of Francis Bacon. Of the proficience and aduancement of 
Learning, diuine and humane (London: printed for Henrie Tomes, 1605), 5v-6r. 

26. Francis Bacon, Sylva Sylvarum: Or A Naturall Historie. In Ten Centuries. Written By The 
Right Honourable Francis Lo. Verulam. Viscount St. Alban. Published after the Authors death, 
By William Rawley Doctor of Diuinitie, late his Lordships Chaplaine (London: printed by J. H. 
for William Lee, 1626). New Atlantis A Worke vnfinished has its own sperate title: To the 
Reader, A2r.  

27. Spedding, Works, III, p. 121. 

28. Ibid., Works, III, p. 122. 

29. Francis Bacon, New Atlantis A Worke vnfinished. Written by the Right Honourable, Francis 
Lord Verulam, Viscount St. Alban (London: printed by J. H. for William Lee, 1626), G1r.  

30. Ibid., C2r.  

31. Manly P. Hall, The Secret Destiny of America (Los Angeles, California: The Philosophical 
Research Society, Inc., 1944, 1991), pp. 128-34. 

32. New Atlantis, Begun by the Lord Verulam, Viscount St Albans: and Continued by R. H. 
Esquire. Wherein is set forth A Platform of Monarchical Government. With a Pleasant 



15 

 

intermixture of divers rare Inventions, and wholsom Customs, fit to be introduced into all 
Kingdoms, States, and Common-Wealths (London: printed for John Crooke, 1660), B6r.  

33. Thomas Tenison, ed., Baconiana. Or Certain Genuine Remains of Sir Francis Bacon 
(London: printed by J. D. for Richard Chiswell, 1679), p. 36. 

34. John Heydon, The Holy Guide: Leading the Way to the Wonder of the World: (A Compleat 
Phisitian) teaching the Knowledge of all things, Past, Present, and to Come; viz. Of Pleasure, 
long Life, Health, Youth, Blessedness, Wisdome and Virtue; and to Cure, Change and Remedy 
all Diseases in Young and Old. With Rosie Crucian Medicines, which are verified by a Practical 
Examination of Principles in the great World (London: printed by T. M. for Thomas Whittlesey, 
1662), ‘To the truly Noble (by all Titles) Sr. Richard Temple, Baronet, &c.’  

35. W. F. C. Wigston, Bacon Shakespeare And The Rosicrucians (London: George Redway, 

1887), pp. 1-17.   

36. John Heydon, The Holy Guide: Leading the Way to the Wonder of the World (London: 

printed by T. M. for Thomas Whittlesey, 1662), B8v. 

 

37. Francis Bacon, New Atlantis A Worke vnfinished. Written by the Right Honourable, Francis 

Lord Verulam, Viscount St. Alban (London: printed by J. H. for William Lee, 1626), passim. 

 

38. John Heydon, The Holy Guide: Leading the Way to the Wonder of the World: (A Compleat 

Phisitian) teaching the Knowledge of all things, Past, Present, and to Come; viz. Of Pleasure, 

long Life, Health, Youth, Blessedness, Wisdome and Virtue; and to Cure, Change and Remedy 

all Diseases in Young and Old. With Rosie Crucian Medicines, which are verified by a 

Practical Examination of Principles in the great World (London: printed by T. M. for Thomas 

Whittlesey, 1662), passim. 

 

39. Constance M. Pott, Francis Bacon And His Secret Society An Attempt to Collect and Unite 

the Lost Links of a Long and Strong Chain (London: Robert Banks & Son, 1911), p. 203.  

40. John Heydon, The Holy Guide: Leading the Way to the Wonder of the World (London: 

printed by T. M. for Thomas Whittlesey, 1662), F2v-F3r. 
 


