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Francis Bacon and his Secret Authorship of the Universal Reformation of the World 

(1612) 
 

The Rosicrucian Fraternity made itself known to the world…by the publication of an anonymous 
work in Germany about the year 1614, and it was followed by a series of anonymous pamphlets with 
ethical principles and spiritual knowledge. The most important are The Fama, The Confessio, and The 

Chymical Marriage. And the startling fact emerges that the very first pamphlet laid it down that the 
Rosicrucians had as their goal “The Reformation of the Whole Wide World,” which…was the ideal of 

the boy Francis conceived by him when at the University. Those Rosicrucian pamphlets are full of 
Francis Bacon’s ideas. 

 

[Alfred Dodd, Francis Bacon’s Personal Life Story (London: Rider and Company, 1586), pp. 
105-6] 

 
Bayle takes exception to the accusation made against Boccalini that he should be included in the 

number of writers convicted of plagiarism. “This term seems to me improper,” wrote Bayle, “because 
Boccalini was never charged with stealing the work of another, but with lending his own name to 

conceal the true Author.” If Boccalini allowed other pens to hide their works behind his name, was 
some unnamed person the writer of De Ragguagli de Parnasso? 

 

[Manly P. Hall, The Adepts in the Western Esoteric Tradition Orders of Universal 
Reformation (Los Angeles: Philosophical Research Society, 1974), p. 61] 

 
…those who knew the truth concerning the Father of the Invisible Society did let out the secret now 

and again…such as in the 1704 version by N. N. Esquire of The Universal  and General Reformation 
of the Whole Wide World…a carefully chosen satire that was originally prefixed to the…editions of 
the cabbalistic Fama Fraternitatis, describing how Apollo was determined to cure the world of its 
vices, and for that purpose a society of men famous for their wisdom and virtue was founded. The 
satire relates, as does the Fama, the purpose and scheme of Bacon’s Great Instauration, and of his 

‘House of Solomon’ or ‘College of Six Days Work’-the ‘Invisible Society’ of the Rosicrucians of the 
‘New Atlantis’. 

 

[Peter Dawkins, Bacon, Shakespeare & Fra. Christian Rose Cross (Francis Bacon Research 
Trust, 1989), pp. 6, 8] 

 

While at Cambridge Bacon conceived of raising from its foundations a universal system of 
knowledge, that needed to be carried out for the most part in secrecy. To help ensure the success 
of his magnificent grand vision Bacon founded the Rosicrucian Brotherhood. Henceforth in 
secret Bacon began to put in place a machine that in and beyond his lifetime would encompass 
an enduring world-wide renaissance for the purpose of laying eternal bases for humanity, to 
achieve his dream of a Universal Reformation of the Whole World. This far-reaching enterprise 
partly involved the writing and publishing of books anonymously and pseudonymously across 
a full range of the liberal arts and sciences in England and Europe.   
    We directly learn from Bacon’s little known Private Memoranda or notebook that to assist 

him in these vast designs for humankind, as well as poets and dramatists he sought out writers, 

historians, and scientists from the leading academic institutions, for the securing the brightest 

minds for the vast Baconian-Rosicrucian enterprises he had long contemplated: 

                                                                                                                                              
Layeng for a place to com[m]and wytts and pennes. Westminster, Eton, Wynchester, Spec. Trinity 
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College in Cambridg, St Jhons in Camb. Maudlin College in Oxford. and bespeaking this betymes, wth 

ye K. my L. Archb. my L. Treasorer. 

Acquaint wth Sr Josi. Bodly by Mr Jones.  

Taking a greater confidence and Authority in discourses of this nature, tanqua sui certus et de alto 

despiciens. 

Qu. Of young schollars in ye Universities. It must be the posnati.  

Gyving pensions to 4 for search to compile the 2 Histories ut supra. Foundac. of a college for Inventors. 

2 Galeries wth statuas for Inventors past and spaces or Bases for Inventors to come And a Library and 

an Inginary.  

Qu. of the Order and Discipline, to be mixt wth some poynts popular to invite many to contribute and 

joyne.  

Qu. of the rules and prscripts of their studyes and inquyries.  

Allowance for travailing; Allowance for experimts. Intelligence and correspondence wth ye 

universities abroad.  

Qu. of the Maner and praescripts touching Secrecy, tradition, and publication.  

Qu. of Remooves and Expulsions in case wthin a tyme some Invention woorthy be not produced. And 

likewise qu. of the honors and Rewards for Inventions.  

Vaults, fornaces, Tarraces for Insolacion; woork houses of all sorts.1 

 

The entry dated 26 July 1608 is an abbreviated blueprint of his secret plans for his Rosicrucian 

Brotherhood made all the more certain because as any serious Bacon scholar knows many of 

the above ideas and notions were expanded upon and developed in his New Atlantis (or, Land 

of the Rosicrucians). He manifestly intended to initiate scholars from the likes of Oxford and 

Cambridge and other places of learning into his Rosicrucian Brotherhood for the researching 

and compiling of histories in conjunction with plans for requesting that King James I and the 

Lord Treasurer take an interest in financing the founding of a College like Salomon’s College 
in New Atlantis directed by philosopher-scientists for the purpose of scientific experiments and 

inventions for the lasting benefit of humankind.  The monies and allowances for travel abroad 

are akin to the funds required by his Rosicrucian Messengers of Light and correspondence with 

European universities in France, Italy and Germany, where Bacon arranged for the publication 

of the first Rosicrucian manifestos and other Rosicrucian documents, to be carried out in the 

utmost secrecy. 

    One of his merchants of light may have been his nephew Sir Edmund Bacon (1570-1649), 
eldest son of Sir Nicholas Bacon and a close friend of Sir Henry Wotton. Sir Edmond Bacon 
married Phillippa Wotton, daughter of the diplomat Edward Wotton, first Baron Wotton (1548-
1626). His close confidant Sir Henry Wotton was a senior member of the English Secret Service 
working closely with Francis and Anthony Bacon out of Essex House on the Strand, the London 
palatial mansion of the Earl of Essex. Joseph Hall wrote of Sir Edmund Bacon ‘I nowhere know 
such excellent parts, shrouded in such willing secrecy. The world knows you and wants you; 
and yet you are voluntarily hid.’2 Sir Edmund Bacon turned Redgrave into a ‘philosophical 
cell’, corresponding with his uncle Francis Bacon about their scientific discussions, which 
included Sir Henry Wotton.3 It was Sir Henry Wotton a member of the Rosicrucian Brotherhood 
who wrote the epitaph on Bacon’s monument erected by Sir Thomas Meautys at St Michael’s 
Church, St Albans. The extensive correspondence between Sir Henry Wotton and Sir Edmund 
Bacon was issued posthumously and included an account of the burning of the Globe Theatre 
during a performance of Bacon’s Shakespeare play Henry VII (All is True).4 Sir Henry Wotton 
served as the English Ambassador to Venice for twenty years in three terms between 1604 and 
1623, the first of these from 1604 to 1612, the year De Ragguagli di Parnaso was published in 
the name of Trajano Boccalini, a Venetian government official, known to Sir Henry Wotton. It 
is highly likely that Sir Henry Wotton arranged for Bocalini to served as one of Bacon’s literary 
masks and the manuscript of the work arrived in Venice via one of Bacon’s Rosicrucian couriers 
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which was first printed in Venice in 1612. His literary mask Boccalini died the following year 
in Venice on 16 November 1613.   
    Prior to the preparing, writing and publication of De Ragguagli di Parnaso during the period 
of around 1610-12 Bacon wrote another work in Latin which was never published in his own 
lifetime entitled Redargutio Philosophiarum (c.1608). More than four hundred years later this 
work remains virtually unknown and unread to Bacon scholars and is completely unknown or 
unfamiliar to those who make up the Rosicrucian canon. Professor Anderson observed that: 
 
The work is unquestionably one of the most significant contributions to philosophy in the history of 
English thought. Its almost complete neglect by commentators is among the strangest phenomena in the 
history of philosophical exegesis.5  

 

   There is a simple but profound reason for this which will soon become only all too apparent 
below. Not only has it been suppressed, neglected and deliberately overlooked for the last four 
hundred years, it has never been properly contextualised, explained and illuminated. The date 
of its composition is of critical importance. It was written two years before the first confirmed 
sighting of a manuscript copy of the Fama Fraternitatis by Haselmayer in 1610, four years 
before the publication of De Ragguagli di Parnaso in 1612 and six years before the publication 
of the Fama manifesto, publicly announcing the existence of the Rosicrucian Brotherhood. 
    The Refutation of Philosophies was translated into English by Professor Farrington in The 
Philosophy of Francis Bacon: An Essay on its Developments From 1603 to 1609 with New 
Translations of Fundamental Texts (Liverpool University Press, 1964). He was aware that ‘the 
germ of Bacon’s philosophy obsessed his mind from boyhood’ and it was around this time that 
he first committed his grand philosophy to writing in the magnificently titled Temporis Partus 
Maximus (The Greatest Birth of Time).6 A work, or should we say, a Rosicrucian manifesto for 
the Universal Reformation of the Whole World, which is no longer known to be extant. Or still 
hidden, just like the hidden works in the vault of the Fama, in a secret Rosicrucian repository 
waiting to be ‘discovered’ or made known to the world, when the time his right.     
    In the introduction to the history defining Refutation of Philosophies Professor Farrington 
observes how Bacon in addressing his audience argued the blind reliance on ancient Greek and 
Roman philosophers had hindered scientific progress, stating an over reverence for antiquity 
kept men back from making progress on behalf of humanity: 
 
The civilisations of Greece and Rome are each shown to have had features inimical to the pursuit of 
natural philosophy, and so with the Early Church. A Schoolman in his cloister could not be in touch 
with the busy changing world. Neither the Humanist, bent on reviving Classical antiquity, nor the 
Reformer, bent on reviving Christian antiquity, could respond adequately to the discovery of new lands 
or new inventions: ‘Delicate learning’, not active science was expected of them…So Bacon took stock 
of the world, its institutions and traditions, national temper, public policies, sectional interests, and seeks 
again the best means of presenting his plan to those who, for one reason or another, might be expected 
to misunderstand and condemn.  
    The argument is presented…as a discourse by an Unknown Stranger to a Parisian audience of men 
of various nationalities experience in affairs of Church and State. The character of the speaker is 
carefully drawn, rather like Bacon pretending to be a Frenchman…7 

 

The narrator Bacon casts himself in the disguised role of Founding Father of the Rosicrucian 
Brotherhood, the Rosicrucian philosopher, who was about to deliver his magnificent plan (The 
Greatest Birth of Time), his Rosicrucian manifesto for the Universal Reformation of the Whole 
World: 
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I am preparing a refutation of philosophies but know not how to begin. The road which lies open for 
others is closed to me. The host of errors are so many and so great that it is impossible to engage them 
singly. They must be overthrown and swept away in masses. To engage them one by one in single 
combat would be pointless. To justify such a debate there must be agreement about first principles. But 
that is lacking. What is more, I reject the forms and deny the validity of their proofs and demonstrations. 
As a last resource I might try to establish my positions on the basis of sense evidence and experience. 
But, if I do this, we are back where we began. I have made a special point about the necessity of a 
preliminary preparation of the mind. I must not forget this and start off I the opposite direction. I must 
not attempt a direct, abrupt encounter with things themselves, for they need to be approached by opening 
up and levelling a special path on account of the inveterate prejudices and obsessions of our minds. To 
ignore this would be to betray myself. Therefore I must devise an approach in keeping with my purpose. 
First I shall adduce ‘signs’ which will put us in a position to pass judgement on philosophies. Then, 
with a view to undermining their authority, I shall point out, within the philosophies themselves, certain 
monstrous errors and intellectual absurdities.  
     It does not escape me that the metal of these errors is too firmly set to yield to satire. That kind of 
boastful confidence which rejects opinions without being able to confute them is only all too familiar 
to the learned. I intend no criticism too slight or too base for the majesty of the question at issue. I do 
not want the support that might be won by a refutation of this sort. I appeal only to the patience and 
fairness of lofty and resolute minds. A man may earnestly wish to rescue himself from long association 
with error; the motives which prompt him to join my cause may be generous and noble; but he still 
needs to know what he ought to think about the ancient and received opinions. It remains true, however, 
that the human mind cannot write the new till you rub out the old; on the mind you cannot rub out the 
old except by writing in the new.   
    …We are agreed my sons, that you are men. That means, as I think, that you are not animals on their 
hind legs, but mortal gods. God, the creator of the universe and of you, gave you souls capable of 
understanding the world but not to be satisfied with it alone. He reserved for himself your faith, but 
gave the world over to your senses. Neither of these oracles did he wish to be clear, but wrapped in 
obscurity. Yet have you no ground for complaint that he makes you exert yourselves. Your reward is to 
know the excellence of things. Now, so far as the things of God are concerned, I have the best hopes for 
you; but as regard human things I fear you are wrapped in eternal night. If I am not mistaken you are 
convinced that the state of the sciences is sound and flourishing. For my part I warn you not to over-
estimate, the abundance of utility of what you have. It does not mark the pinnacle of your attainment, it 
does not give you mastery of your desires, it does not mean the end of your task. 
    Look at this way. The vast variety of our scientific writings makes up a huge and luxuriant growth. 
But interrogate and cross-question those writings on their real content. Everywhere you will find endless 
repetition of the same thing. The words, the ordering, the examples, the illustrations may vary. But the 
sum total, the weight, the real power, amounts to a mere example or token repeated over and over again.  
    …Suppose we leave aside the Greeks (and they are only a handful), what have the Romans, or Arabs, 
or our own age to offer, that is not drawn from the discoveries of Aristotle, Plato, Hippocrates, Galen, 
Euclid, and Ptolemy, or is reducible to them. Your riches are but the personal properties of these few 
men. Your hopes and your fortunes are precariously concentrated in the brains of these six. God did not 
give you rational souls in order that you should place in men faith you owe to Him. He did not give 
reliable and trustworthy senses in order that you might study the writings of a few men. Study the 
Heaven and the Earth, the works of God himself, and do so while celebrating His praises and singing 
hymns to your Creator.  
   …My sons, you have learned how restricted your abundance is; how it reduces itself to a handful of 
thinkers. Newt, pray, consider its usefulness…       
  …Your learning, we have said, is derived from the Greeks. But what sort of people were they? mean 
to go in for no abuse…I am content simply to remark that that nation was always precipitate mentally 
and professorial by habit-two characteristics inimical to wisdom and truth. We must not shut our ears 
to the Egyptian priest, spoken to a distinguished Greek stateman and recorded by a famous author. For 
he spoke like a true oracle when he said: ‘You Greeks are always children.’ Children they were, not 
only in their knowledge of the past but even more in their natural philosophy. What could be more 
childlike than a philosophy inept in dispute and empty of results?    
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Fig. 1 The anagram of F BACON on the title page of De Raggvagli Di Parnaso Di Traiano 

Boccalini Romano. Centuria Prima (In Venetia, Apresso Pietro Farri, 1612) containing the 

Rosicrucian manifesto The Universal Reformation of the Whole World 
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Fig. 2 First page of 77th Advertisement ‘GENERALE RIFORMA dell’ Vniuerso da i fette 
Sauij della Grecia, et da altri Letterati publicata di ordine Apollo’ (A Universal Reformation 

of the Whole Wide World, by order of the God Apollo, is published by the Seven Sages of 

Greece and some other Litterati) 
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  …I yearn for some secret of initiation which, like the coming of April or of Spring, might avail to thaw 
you fixed and frozen minds. 
    …All those present pronounced the address worthy of the greatness of the human race and name, and 
deserving to be called candid rather than arrogant. They talked to one another saying that they were like 
men who had come suddenly out of the thick shade into the open light and were for a moment dazzled, 
but carried with them a sure and happy augury of better sight to come.8 
 

  A few years later the substance of the Refutation of Philosophies was reworked with a different 
method and style of delivery in De Ragguagli di Parnaso published at Venice in 1612. In a 
work running to nearly five hundred pages there appears the 77th Advertisement ‘GENERALE 
RIFORMA dell’ Vniuerso da i fette Sauij della Grecia, et da altri Letterati publicata di ordine 
Apollo’ (A Universal Reformation of the Whole Wide World, by order of the God Apollo, is 
published by the Seven Sages of Greece and some other Litterati) in which Apollo attempts to 
initiate A Universal Reformation of the World.9  

    Its title page incorporates an anagram of its secret concealed author F Bacon (see facsimile) 
and its 77th Advertisement was afterward printed anonymously as The Universal Reformation 
of the Whole World with the anonymously written Rosicrucian manifesto Fama Fraternitatis.  
     A Universal Reformation of the Whole Wide World, by order of the God Apollo, is published 
by the Seven Sages of Greece and some other Litterati is seen as a satire but with a very serious 
intent. Again, as he had with the Refutation of Philosophies, Bacon points out that the Greek 
(‘forever children’) and Roman philosophers was speculative involving endless disputations 
and argumentations, barren of works and producing no practical advancements and benefits for 
the betterment of humankind. 
    In the allegory Apollo who holds court on Parnassus invites the seven sages of Greece and 
other ancient and modern philosophers and member of the literati, in order to address and find 
remedies for the evils, disorders and miseries that plague the world:  
 
Apollo…found that the world was so impaired, that many valued not their lives nor estate, so they might 
be out of it. The disorders necessitated his Majesty to provide against them with all possible speed, and 
he absolutely resolved to institute a society of the men most famous in his dominions for wisdom and 
good life. But in the entrance into so weighty a business he met with insuperable difficulties, for 
amongst so many philosophers, and the almost infinite number of vertuosi, he could not find as much 
as one who was endowed with half the requisite qualifications to reform his fellow creatures, his 
Majesty knowing well that men are better improved by the exemplary life of their reformers than by the 
best rules that can be given. In this penury of fitting personages, Apollo gave the charge of the Universal 
Reformation to the Seven Wise Men of Greece, who are of great repute in Parnassus, and are conceived 
by all men to have found the receipt of washing blackmoors white, which antiquity laboured after in 
vain. The Grecians were rejoiced at this news for the honour which Apollo had done their nation, but 
the Latins were grieved, thinking themselves thereby much injured. Wherefore Apollo, well knowing 
that prejudice against reformers hinders the fruit that is to be hoped by reformation, and being naturally 
given to appease his subjects’ imbittered minds more by giving them satisfaction then by that legislative 
power with which men are not pleased withal, because they are bound to obey it, that he might satisfie 
the Romans, joined in commission with the Seven Sages of Greece, Marcus and Annaeus Seneca, and 
in favour to the modern Italian philosophers, he made Jacopo Mazzoni da Cesena Secretary of the 
Congregation, and honoured him with a vote in their consultations. 
    On the fourteenth of the last month the seven wise men, with the aforesaid addition, accompanied by 
a train of the choicest vertuosi of this State, went to the Delfick Palace, the place appropriated for the 
Reformation. The Litterati were well pleased to see the great number of pedants, who, baskets in hands, 
went gathering up the sentences and apothegms which fell from those wise men as they went along. 
The day after the solemn entrance they assembled for the first time, and ’tis said that Thales the 
Milesian, the first of the Grecian sages, spake thus: — 

    “The business, most wise philosophers, about which we are met, is the greatest that can be treated on 
by human understanding; and though there be nothing harder then to set bones that have been long 
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broken, wounds that are fistuled, and incurable cancers, yet difficulties which are able to affright others 
ought not to make us despair, for the impossibility will increase our glory, and I do assure you that I 
have already found out the true antydote against the poyson of these present corruptions. I am sure we 
do all believe that nothing hath more corrupted this age then hidden hatreds, feigned love, impiety, and 
the perfidiousness of double-dealers under the specious cloke of simplicity, love to religion, and charity. 
Apply yourselves to these evils, gentlemen; make use of fire and razor, lay corrosive plasters to these 
wounds which I discover unto you, and mankind, which by reason of their vices, that lead them the 
highway to death, may be said to be given over by physitians, will soon be made whole, become sincere 
and plain in their proceedings, true in what they say, and such in their sanctity of life as they were in 
former times. The true and immediate cure, then, for these present evils consists in necessitating men 
to live with candour of mind and purity of heart, which cannot be better effected than by making that 
little window in men’s breasts which his Majesty hath often promised to his most faithful vertuosi; for 
when those who use such art in their proceedings shall be forced to speak and act, having a window 
whereby one may see into their hearts, they will learn the excellent virtue of being, and not appearing 
to be; they will conform deeds to words, and their tongues to sincerity of heart; all men will banish lies 
and falsehood, and the diabolical spirit of hypocrisy will abandon many who are now possest with so 
foul a fiend.” 

    The opinion of Thales was so well approved by the whole Congregation that it was unanimously 
voted just, and Secretary Mazzoni was commanded to give Apollo a sudden account thereof, who 
perfectly approved the opinion, and commanded that they should begin that very day to make windows 
in the breasts of mankind. But at the very instant that the surgeons took their instruments in hand, 
Homer, Virgil, Plato, Aristotle, Avveroes, and other eminent Litterati went to Apollo, and said his 
Majesty must needs know that the prime means whereby men to govern the world with facility is the 
reputation of those who command, and they hoped his Majesty would be tender of the credit which the 
reverend Philosophical Synod and the honourable Colledg of Vertuosi had universally obtained for 
sanctity of life and manners. If his Majesty should unexpectedly open every man’s breast, the 
philosophers who formerly were most highly esteemed ran evident hazard of being shamed, and that he 
might, peradventure, find fowlest faults in those whom he had held to be immaculate. Therefore, before 
a business of such importance should be taken in hand, they entreated that he would afford his vertuosi 
a competent time to wash and cleanse their souls. Apollo was greatly pleased by the advice of so famous 
poets and philosophers, and by a publick edict, prorogued the day of incision for eight days, during 
which everyone did so attend the cleansing of their souls from all fallacies, hidden vice, hatred, and 
counterfeit love, that there was no more honey of roses, succory, cassia, scena, scamony, nor laxative 
syrups to be found in any grocer’s or apothecary’s shop in all Parnassus; and the more curious did 
observe that in the parts where the Platonicks, Peripateticks, and Moral Philosophers did live, there was 
then such a stink as if all the privies of the country had been emptied, whereas the quarters of Latin and 
Italian poets smelt only of cabbadg-porrage. 
   The time allotted for the general purging was already past, when, the day before the operation was to 
begin, Hippocrates, Galen, Cornelius, Celsus, and other the most skilful Physitians of this State, went 
to Apollo, and said:-“Is it possible, Sire, you that are the Lord of the Liberal Sciences, that this 
Microcosmos must be deformed, which is so nobly and miraculously framed, for the advantage of a 
few ignorant people? For not only the wiser sort of men, but even those of an indifferent capacity, who 
have conversed but four daies with any quack-salver, know how to penetrate even into the inmost 
bowels.” 

    This memorandum of the physitians wrought so much with Apollo that he changed his former 
resolution, and by Ausonius Gallus had the philosophers of the Reformation proceed in delivering their 
opinions.10 

 

    As has been the case for hundreds and thousands of years the Greek and Roman philosophers 
and the rest of the literati are unable to fix the maladies of the age. Each of the sages offers a 
radical or idealistic proposal and at length they argue among themselves with the propositions 
dismissed as impractical or unworkable. Ultimately, the assembly fails to find cures for human 
vices and the evils of the world.  
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   The wise Apollo realizes it is completely beyond the philosophers and literati to eradicate the 
root causes of the world’s sickness. In painting a stark depiction of the Age, the symposium 
ends in failure with a cynical and pathetic compromise to regulate the price of sprats, cabbages 
and pumpkins which, is of course, enthusiastically received by the people with great applause: 
 

Our business, gentlemen, is to cure the present age of the foul infirmities under which she labours; we 
have all laboured to find out the reasons of the maladies and its proper remedys, but none of us hath 
been so wise as to visit the sick party. I therefore advise that we send for the present Age to come hither 
and be examined, that we interrogate it of its sickness, and that we see the ill-affected parts naked, for 
this will make the cure easie, which you now think desperate. 
    The whole Assembly was so pleased at Mazzoni’s motion, that the reformers immediately 
commanded the Age to be sent for, who was presently brought in a chair to the Delphick Palace by the 
four Seasons of the year. He was a man full of years, but of so great and strong a complexion that he 
seemed likely to live yet many ages, onely he was short breathed, and his voyce was very weak, at 
which they philosophers, much wondering, asked him what was the reason that he, whose ruddy face 
was a sign of much natural heat and vigor, and of a good stomach, was nevertheless so feeble? And they 
told him that a hundred years before his face was so yellow that he seemed to have the jaundice, yet he 
spoke freely, and seemed to be stronger then he was now, and since they had sent for him to cure his 
infirmity, he should speak freely of his griefs. 
    The Age answered thus:-“Soon after I was born, gentlemen, I fell into these maladies under which I 
now labour. My face is fresh and ruddy because people have petered it and coloured it with lakes; my 
sickness resembles the ebbing and flowing of the sea, which alwaies contains the same water, though it 
rises and fals, with this variation notwithstanding, that when my looks are outwardly good, my malady 
is more grievous inwardly (as at this present), thus, when my face looks ill, I am best within. As for the 
infirmities which torment me, do but take off this gay jacket, wherewith some good people have covered 
a rotten carcass, and view me naked as I was made by Nature.” 

    At these words the philosophers stript him in a trice, and found that this miserable wretch was covered 
all over four inches thick with a scurf of appearances. They caused ten razors to be forthwith brought 
unto them, and fell to shaving it off with great diligence, but they found it so far eaten in to his very 
bones that in all the huge colossus there was not one inch of good live flesh, at which, being struck with 
horror and despair, they put on the patients cloaths again, and dismist him. Then, convinced that the 
disease was incurable, they shut themselves up together and abandoning the case of publike affairs, they 
resolved to provide for the safety of their own reputations. Mazzoni writ what the rest of the reformers 
dictated, a Manifesto, wherein they witnessed to the world the great care Apollo ever had of the virtuous 
lives of his Litterati, and of the welfare of all mankind, also what pains the Reformers had taken in 
compiling the General Reformation. Then, coming to particulars, they fixt the prices of sprats, cabbiges, 
and pumpkins. The Assembly had already underwritten the Reformation when Thales put them in mind 
that certain higlers, who sold pease and black-cherryes, vinted such small measures that it was a shame 
not to take order therein. The Assembly thankt Thales for his advertisement, and added to their 
reformation that the measures should be made greater. Then the palace gates were thrown open, and the 
General Reformation was read, in the place appointed for such purposes, to the people assembled in 
great numbers in the market-place, and was so generally applauded by every one that all Parnassus rang 
with shouts of joy, for the rabble are satisfied with trifles, while men of judgment know that vitia erunt 
donec homines-as long as there be men there will be vices-that men live on earth not indeed well, but 
as little ill as they may, and that the height of human wisdom lies in the discretion to be content with 
leaving the world as they found it.11 

      
   There are several seventeenth century tracts in which Bacon is compared or equated with the 

God Apollo, the Greek God of truth and prophecy. Three years after the publication of the 

Shakespeare First Folio his own private secretary and Rosicrucian Brother Dr William Rawley 

issued the Memoriae Honoratissimi Domini Francisci, Baronis De Verulamio, Vice-Comitis 

Sancti Albani Sacrum containing thirty-two Latin elegies wherein eleven of the versifiers held 

Bacon up as Apollo leader of the Nine Muses. Herein he is called another Apollo, described as 

greater than Apollo, and where it is said that Apollo was fearful Bacon would replace him as  
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Fig. 3 The Great Assises Holden in Parnassus by Apollo (1645) revealing Bacon is the 

Greatest of all the Poets (i.e., Shakespeare) and the mimic or impostor William Shakspere a 

Writer of Weekly Accounts (i.e., a tradesman) 
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King of the Muses. In elegy XII we are unreservedly informed that Bacon is Apollo ‘How has 
it happened to us, the disciples of the Muses, that Apollo, the leader of the choir, should die?’ 
and in Elegy XXI ‘Apollo, the darling, learned Bacon, of your native land’. In Elegy XXIII 
Bacon is portrayed as the leader of Apollo and the Muses ‘Think you, foolish traveller, that the 
leader of the choir of the Muses and of Phoebus is interred in the cold marble’ and in elegy XX 
Bacon has replaced Apollo the god of poetry as the tenth muse ‘O Bacon! none, trust me, none 
will there be. Lament now sincerely, O Clio! and sisters of Clio, ah! the tenth muse and the 

glory of the choir has perished.’12    

    In 1645 appeared the anonymous The Great Assises Holden in Parnassus by Apollo and his 

Assessors: at which Sessions are Arraigned.13 Underneath the heading of Apollo, the god of 

poetry and prophecy, Bacon, Lord Verulam is placed first designated ‘Chancellor of Parnassus’ 
i.e., the greatest of all the poets, namely, Shakespeare. Below across the page the Stratford man 

‘William Shakespeere’, is aptly described as ‘The writer of weekely Accounts’ (a tradesman 
and moneylender). Moreover, in the text itself it states that ‘Shakespear’s a Mimicke’, in other 
words, not a poet or a dramatist, he is an impersonator or a sham, a mere actor and tradesman.14 

On the inside page we read ‘Ben. Johnson, Keeper of the Trophian Denne’, an allusion to his 
position as the head of Bacon’s literary workshop.15 In classical antiquity Throphonius was a 

celebrated architect, who with his brother Agamedes built Apollo’s temple at Delphi. After 
building the temple of Apollo, Throphonius and Agamedes prayed to God to know what was 

best for men. At Lebadea, Trophonius gave oracles from a cave, bringing to mind (as was the 

intention) the fabled cave, in the Fama and The Chemical Wedding.  

   The first full English translation of I Ragguagli di Parnasso (Advertisements from Parnassus) 

by Henry, Earl of Monmouth printed for Humphrey Mosely appeared in 1656.16 The same 

publisher of an English translation of Historia vitae et mortis as The Historie of Life and Death. 

With Observations Naturall and Experimentall for the Prolonging of Life. Written by the Right 

Honorable Francis Lord Verulam, Viscount S. Alban in 1638.17 The improving and prolonging 

of life being one of the major aspirations for Bacon and his Rosicrucian Brotherhood for the 

welfare and betterment of humankind as part of the preservation of human life in the Fama and  

the experiments carried out by the Rosicrucian philosopher scientists in New Atlantis. The latter 

being another work published by Moseley with Sylva Sylvarum: Or, A Naturall History. In Ten 

Centuries. Whereunto is Newly Added the History Naturall and Experimentall of Life and 

Death, or the Prolongation of Life in 1651.18 The same publisher who three years previous to 

I Ragguagli di Parnasso published the first translation of Historia de ventis as The Naturall 

and Experimentall History of Winds, &c. Written in Latine by the Right Honorable Francis Lo: 

Verulam, Viscount St Alban. Translated into English by R. G. Gent (1653).19  

    In the 1650s Bacon’s secret invisible Rosicrucian Brotherhood were very active publishing 
the first English translation of the manifestos as The Fame and Confession of the Fraternity Of 

R: C: Commonly of the Rosie Cross,20 with the English translation of I Ragguagli di Parnasso 

(Advertisements from Parnassus) with A Universal Reformation of the Whole Wide World, by 

order of the God Apollo, published by the Seven Sages of Greece and some other Litterati in 

1656. In the following year there appeared under the auspices of Bacon’s private secretary and 
literary executor Dr Rawley, also a member of his Rosicrucian Brotherhood: Resuscitatio, Or, 

Bringing into Publick Light Severall Pieces, of the Works, Civil, Historical, Philosophical, & 

Theological, Hitherto Sleeping; of the Right Honourable Francis Bacon Baron of Verulam, 

Viscount Saint Alban. According to the best Corrected Coppies. Together, With his Lordships 

Life in the special year of 1657.21 Its year of publication was no coincidence. It was carefully 

selected by his Rosicrucian Brotherhood who, has all serious scholars are aware of, place great 

importance on numbers and dates. His Rosicrucian Master Lord Bacon had died to the profane 

world 31 years before, giving Dr Rawley (who lived with him for the last ten years of his known  
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Fig. 4 The title page of I Ragguagli Di Parnasso: Or Advertisements From Parnassus (1657) 
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Fig. 5 The Frontispiece to I Ragguagli Di Parnasso: Or Advertisements From Parnassus 

(1657) (including the Universal Reformation of the Whole Wide World) with a watermark 

with the letters B and RC standing for Bacon of the Rosy Cross 
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Fig. 6 The Bacon cipher on the title page of the Universal Reformation of the Whole World 
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life) plenty of time for him to write the first English Life of Bacon. However, it was held back 

for several decades, with its date earmarked for 1657, which if we drop the null ‘6’ leaves 157 
Fra Rosicrosse in simple cipher, a fitting and appropriate tribute to Francis Bacon, Founder of 

the Brotherhood of the Rosy Cross.      

     In the same year as Resuscitatio with its first English Life of Bacon, there appeared a much 

rarer second edition of I Ragguagli Di Parnasso: Or Advertisements From Parnassus (1657). 

The inside page of the work includes a portrait of its translator Henry, Earl of Monmouth. This 

instructive frontispiece is deliberately cut backwards, thus the motto around the portrait can 

only be read correctly by holding the page up to the light and looking through the paper which 

reveals a watermark in the shape of a vase. Within the vase are three letters. The upper letter is 

a B, below which are the letters, RC standing for Bacon of the Rose Cross.22Above ‘By order 

from Apollo; a general Reformation of the world is published by the seven wise men of Greece, 

and by the other Litterati’, is the page number 146 and ‘The LXXVII. ADVERTISEMENT’. 
When the addition of the numbers 146 (1+4+6=11) is added to the 22 characters: 11+22=33 

Bacon in simple cipher conveying the message Bacon author of the Universal Reformation of 

the World. 

   A second translation entitled Advertisements From Parnassus...Newly done into English, and 

adapted to the Present Times (London: 1704) by an unidentified N. N. Esquire freely departed 

from the more literal earlier translation. In the original translation Jacobi Malloni da Casena is 

secretary to the congregation, that is secretary to Apollo, whereas N. N. Esquire in lifting the 

veil makes Francis Bacon secretary to Apollo:  

 

     in honour of the English Philosophers, he made Sir Francis Bacon Secretary to the Society...23  

 
their Secretary Sir Francis Bacon, who not being at all discouraged by the ill Success of his Seniors, 

said: 

 

Most-Learned Philosophers, I am sensible it was not for any Merit of mine, that his Majesty was pleased 
to make me one of his Honourable Society, and I know very well, ’twould become me much better to 
use my Ears than my Tongue in so Wise an Assembly upon any other Occasion; Bu being come from a 
Country where nothing at present is talk’d of but Reformers and Reformation, gives me the Vanity to 
think, I am not altogether ignorant of this Matter: Give me leave to tell you, Gentlemen, You seem to 
me to throw away your time in Consultations, like foolish Physicians, e’er you have seen the Sick Party 
or heard an Account of her Illness from her self. ’Tis our Business to cure the present Age of the 
Distempers she labours under; we have all of us taken a great deal of Pains, to find out her illness, and 
proper Medicines to cure her; yet none of us has ever thought of visiting her; ’Tis therefore my Advice, 
Gentlemen, That the present Age be immediately brought before us, that we may feel her Pulse, ask her 
what Questions we shall think convenient about her Illness, and see the distemper’d Parts bare and 
naked; and then I dare undertake we shall find the Cure Easy, which you now think desperate.  
    The whole Assembly were so well pleased with Sir Francis Bacon’s Opinion, that immediately they 
dispatch’d away a Messenger for the Present Age, who was brought to ’em in a Chair by the four 
Seasons of the Year…24  

     
    In the preface to the overlooked and unread 1706 edition entitled Advices From Parnassus, 
In Two Centuries. With The Political Touchstone…All Translated from the Italian by several 
Hands. Revis’d and Corrected by Mr. Hughes, the veil is once more briefly lifted: 
 
Both these Pieces met with extraordinary Applause, but the latter was very bold and severe: and as our 
ingenious Lord BACON expresses, He that follows Truth too close at the heels, may have his brains 
kick’d out, so it far’d with BOCCALINI; for the Spaniards who were chiefly lash’d in that Satyr 
complained against him, pursu’d their Revenge…four Bravo’s rush’d into his Chamber, and beat him 
to death with Sand-bags…25 
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Fig. 7 Title page of the 1704 edition of Advertisements From Parnassus by N. N. Esquire 
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Fig. 8 Title page of Advice From Parnassus Revised & Corrected by Mr. Hughes (1706) 
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    The method of delivery was one from time to time employed by Bacon himself and members 
of his Rosicrucian Brotherhood. In wishing to secretly alert the initiated and draw attention to 
it for those with eyes to see, the passage includes a deliberate error, designed to invite those to 
whom it is intended, to look closer. It was not Bacon who said: ‘He that follows Truth too close 
at the heels, may have his brains kick’d out’. This is a reference to the comments made by his 
private secretary and literary executor Dr Rawley, a member of the Rosicrucian Brotherhood, 
who in The Address to the Reader prefixed to the Resuscitatio said: ‘in regard, of the Distance, 

of the time, since his Lordships Dayes; whereby, I shall not tread too near, upon the Heels of 

Truth; Or of the Passages, and Persons; then concerned’ [because there are some secrets and 
writings of Lord Bacon which are not] ‘communicable to the Publick.’26  

     For four hundred years the Rosicrucian Brotherhood have carefully watched over the secret 

life and writings of their Founder Father Lord Bacon, which continues to the present day.  
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