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It should be clearly understood that BACONIANA is a medium for the discussion
of subjects connected with the Objects of the Society, but the Council does not
necessarily endorse opinions expressed by contributors or correspondents.

EDITORIAL

The last two issues of Baconiana featured H. Kendra Baker’s fine
article The Vindication of Francis Bacon, which not only cleared Bacon
of the specific charge of bribery, but demonstrated the integrity of his
character. Daphne du Maurier had already vindicated Bacon’s rdle
in the Essex trial proceedings in The Winding Stair reviewed in Baconiana
177,* and Peter Dawkins in Canonbury Tower and The Brotherhood
Sign linked him with the Renaissance esoteric brotherhoods “of love
and fellowship”. Some readers have commented on the underlying
theme common to these and other articles, particularly in Baconiana
177; yet this was without deliberate editorial direction.

The religious and mystical tone of our contributions, in fact, has
been the logical result of enlightened research, penetrating ever deeper
into the true nature of Bacon’s activities. We make no apology
therefore for including in the following pages articles by the late Professor
Farrington and Professor Henrion, concerned with the Authorised
Version of the Bible of 1611, the Rosicrucians, the Utopias, and
Bacon.

It is difficult for many Baconians to believe that the greatest of all
literary works was produced without consultation with, or the con-
nivance of, the greatest English literary genius of the period, and
Dr. Frances Yates recently startled the literary world by her revelation
that Bacon was involved in Rosicrucian and esoteric society activities
in Europe as well as at home.* In logical sequence the Henrion article
strengthens the belief that the masterly rhythm and magnificent prose
of the King James Bible were the product of a guiding genius which,
like that in the contemporary Shakespeare Plays, has not been equalled
before or since.

With these thoughts in mind we were reading one evening Troward’s

1 pages 68/75.
2 The Rosicrucian Enlightenment, 1973.
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