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EDITORIAL

is with some hesitation that we refer in this column to the merits
and demerits of the bi-literal cypher; this being a question on which
the present Council is reserving judgment. Nevertheless, something
must be said in view of the continued interest and queries of members.
In the present issue we publish a short article by Mr. Penkuhn who,
after a painstaking cffort to carry out the instructions of Mrs. Gallup,
has become sceptical. Perhaps others who have been more successful
in their decipherments may be able to give constructive help. On the
other hand correspondence shows that some members are concerned at
one member’s continued efforts to suggest that Mrs. Gallup was a
fraud, on what they consider to be arbitrary grounds.

Perhaps the following remarks will clarify our position. It is
evident from Chapter 6 of the De Awugmentis that Bacon intended his
followers and readers to study this particular cypher, possibly for their
own information and benefit, possibly for some ulterior purpose. Bacon
who wrote little or nothing that was idle is hardly likely to have gone
to this trouble without a reason. But, as a means of converting the
outside world to the Baconian hypothesis, the bi-literal cypher is
demonstrably still a failure. Those who (as Bacon himself expresses it)
require evidence of a kind.that can immediately “‘Strike and fall under
the Senses” are clearly opposed to accepting the decipherments of Mrs.
Gallup. Therefore, until these decipherments can be demonstrated by
somcone with greater powers it will be a waste of time to base our
claims on them at the same time they cannot be ignored by those who
wish to make new discoveries. Just because no one else has apparently
yet possessed the same powers as Mrs. Gallup, are we justified in
assuming that the bi-literal cypher was never used?

_ Mrs. Gallup’s work has been corroborated by Mr. Henry Seymour,
Mrs. G. H. Fiske, Mr. James Phinney Baxter, Mr. Frank Woodward,
Mr. Edward D. Johnson, and many others; but no one else has yet
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